Sitting by the window, watching the snow melt...
March 2026

It is a very blustery morning, but Hallelujah! the sun is shining with puffy white clouds
and the temperatures are slowly on the rise. Most of the snow is gone in our front yard
that overlooks the swiftly flowing river. The lawn in the back yard, however, is still
white, protected by steep hillsides and hemlocks. This underscores the dilemma we
have during the growing season of not enough sun. But, alas, we endure.

These are also the days | remember that | forgot to plant daffodils and tulips to take
advantage of the early pops of spring color. Linda Jones always bought tulips for winter
cheer. So, in her honor, | stopped at Woodbury’s last week and picked up a couple of
bundles of bright, yellow tulips for my kitchen window. | miss Linda, as most of us do.
She was always that steadfast presence in the background, on standby to pick up a
task that needed oversight, with her ever quiet authority. Whatever project Linda took
on, we always knew it would be organized and ahead of schedule. And, lo, can we ever
say enough about her fabulous scones!! As we move through spring, please raise your
garden clippers to salute the memory of this very sweet woman, who will always hold a
place in our hearts.



MARK YOUR CALENDARS

APRIL 7, 2026, 2:00 PM Discovering New England Stone Walls, Co-
Sponsored by SGC and OLLI. FREE to SGC/OIlli members and their guests
**See Note on parking issues

April 15, 2026, 9:30 AM Nolin Murray Center, Spring Board Meeting —
Everyone welcome!

MAY 6, 2026, 10:00 AM Annual Meeting and Spring Luncheon - Crown Point
Country Club $35.00 per person. (See details for menu options below!!!)

May 13, 2026 9:30 AM Spring Cleanup

May 20, 2026, 9:30 AM Beautification Day

GENERAL NEWS

NEW MEMBER WELCOME!!! We are so happy to welcome our newest member, Pam
Jarvis. She has recently retired and looking forward to joining the club. She will be
joining Debbie Smith’s crew on the Blue Star Garden.

** SGC/OLLI EVENT —. If you are planning to go to this event, please plan on
carpooling with other members from the Ollie’s parking lot. Meeting time is at 1pm.
Please let me or Cheryl Pierce know so we can make a plan.

OPEN BOARD POSITION FOR VICE PRESIDENT. The role of Vice President is to be
available to assume responsibilities when the President is not able, per the by-laws. If
you are interested in learning about this position or interest in taking on this role, please
contact me, as soon as possible.



MAY MEETING AND LUNCHEON AT CROWN POINT COUNTRY CLUB Below are
menu options.
1) Chicken Picata
2) Small Beef Fillet
3) Salmon
All choices come with Mashed potatoes and Roasted mixed vegetables. A roll & garden
salad w/ Balsamic dressing is included.
Dessert by SGC:
1. Rosann Sexton
2. If you are interested in providing a dessert, please let Lynn know.

RSVP TO Lynn Likus with menu selections.

LIBERTY TREE PROJECT We are moving forward with the Liberty Tree Project in
celebration of the 250th anniversary of the United States of America. The Crown Point
Road was used to move troops and equipment between Fort at No. Four and Fort
Ticonderoga during the Revolutionary War. This famous road crosses the Crown Point
Country Club, and they have enthusiastically agreed to have the Princeton EIm planted
on the grounds by the First Hole. The plan is to have this complete before July 4", and
to have these details finalized by the board meeting on April 15" for a formal vote.

PLAZA GARDEN RENOVATION We are still gathering information for these plans.
The Town of Springfield has been notified of our plans, and once we have an estimate
of cost, we will meet with the utilities and town manager to discuss any guidelines.

FEBRUARY MEETING. We met in February to watch a very enlightening podcast
about planting natives presented by Doug Tallamy. If you are interested in learning
more, check out this interactive website. [ https://nativeplantfinder.nwf.org ]

MARCH MEETING We had about 30 people in attendance for the presentation on
Dahlias and Cut Flowers. Kathy Gulick of Kindred Circle Farms was so charming and
did a fantastic job setting aside the mystery of growing and caring for dahlias. Please
check the Kindred Circle Farms website (or Facebook page) for links to photos and the
tuber shop.

MEMORIAL FOR LINDA JONES The Garden Club is planning a memorial for Linda
Jones. We will be selecting a shrub for one of the gardens to be planted in her honor.
Afterwards there will be a Tea, where there will be a variety of scones for tasting. We
will extend invitations to members of her family and friends.

PROGRAM COMMITTEE CHAIR Karen Jarett stepped forward to finish the Programs
for next year. She came to our first planning meeting with a long list of potential
programs that could possibly fill 2 years of activities! She has been working closely with
the committee as well as coordinating with Cheryl Pierce’s planning of the yearbook for
next year. Karen has also agreed to continue this work as Chair for 2026/2027. Many,
many thanks to Karen!!!


https://nativeplantfinder.nwf.org/

SCHOLARSHIPS The Scholarship Committee has revised the criteria and the
geographical boundaries to find eligible candidates which include graduating seniors, or
college students pursuing horticulture, landscape design, or environmental studies.

Any student who may be interested can submit their application through our website.

SWEATSHIRTS/HOODIES Karen Vatne has offered to connect with the people in Linda’s
dog group to find out which company they used for ordering sweatshirts and hoodies. There
will be a future email with details and instructions on ordering.

NEW YEARBOOK WILL BE READY FOR DISTRIBUTION AT THE MAY MEETING!!

Cheryl Pierce has been hard at work finalizing all the details as well as adding pages of
information to keep us all busy!

Talk soon, Adrienne



