MAY NEWSLETTER FROM THERESE

HAPPY MAY DAYS!
LOOKING FORWARD TO THE EVENTS OF THE
MONTH:

*A***ANNOUNCEMENT:
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023

ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting will NOT be held at the
Hartness House.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023
ANNUAL MEETING

As noted in the Yearbook, the Annual Meeting will
NOT be held at the Hartness House. Jo Fretz, our
Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont Co-President will
be visiting with us. Jo will perform the Installation of
the officers.

The Annual Meeting of May 10, 2023 will be as
follows:

Location: Nolin Murray Center, Pleasant Street,
Springfield, Vermont
Time: 10:00 a.m. Coffee and Refreshments
10:30 a.m. — Speaker — Cindy Heath “Prestigious
Pollinators”

11:30 a.m. — Break
11:45 a.m. — Business Meeting and Installation of
Officers
12:30: Buffet Lunch
Chicken Marsala
Pasta w/Vodka Sauce & Veggies
Rice Pilaf
Salad with two dressings
Rolls and butter
Dessert: Prepared with the Compliments of members
Cost: $30.00

RSVP by Wednesday, May 3, 2023
Therese Burton tagbmagic@yahoo.com
802-591-7503

Wednesday, May 17, 2023 — Spring Cleanup
Bonny Andrews will be sending out more detailed

information.
Wednesday, May 24, 2023 - Civic Beautification
Day
Bonny Andrews will be sending out schedules for this
day

Publicity Report: Karen Vatne: Our Facebook page
has 285 followers and 253 likes

Awards Report: 11 awards applications for the 2022-
23 seasons were submitted to the Federated Garden
Clubs of Vermont

Meals on Wheels: The committee of four met on April

11, 2023. Below is a photo of what the MOW clients
received in April

Junior Gardening:

Message from Alicia
Clean up Day - There is a possibility | will need some
help on our SGC clean up day Wednesday, May 17 at
Elm Hill School.

The teachers and children there have
three garden boxes, one for each grade level. (K-2)
It would be a big help to have them prepped and ready
to go for the season. If you can help on that day
please let me know. It won’t be a big job if there are a
few of us working together. Many thanks ahead of
time. alicia.jenks@comcast.net

A set of three Books were purchased for Elm Hill
School, Union Street School, the Springfield Library
and the Chester Library. These books are geared _
toward K-4 grade students. The titles are “The Saved
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Seed”, “The Frightened Frog”, and “Network with
Nature”. They were purchased from The National
Garden Club, one of the perks from being a member of
the Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont. We have
access to a myriad of programs and projects through
them.

Remember to visit the Native Plant Trust website with
which we are now members. Alicia also has 4 free
passes to visit Garden in the Woods in Framingham,
MA. If anyone is interested, please contact her.

If anyone is interested in wildflowers there are many
spring ephemerals in Plainfield, NH. If you drive slowly
along the road that Edgewater Farm is on you can walk
down or drive and see all kinds of flowers up on the
banks as you walk. The road runs parallel to the
Connecticut River. If you have any questions, contact
Alicia Jenks at alicia.jenks@comcast.net

EXCERPT FROM HENRY HOYMEYER’S
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
No Mow May

In 2019 a British non-profit called Plant life coined the
phrase “No Mow May”. They proposed that gardeners leave
their mowers in storage for the month of May in order to let
wildflowers and weeds bloom and provide pollen and nectar
for pollinators. And of course the caterpillars of many
pollinators feed all our baby birds, so the ramifications are
vast.

Early spring is a tough time for pollinators, especially here
in New England as there are not many flowers to visit. | like
the idea of a simple action that can have positive effects on
so many species of wildlife.

The most obvious advantage to you is that you have a few
extra hours to do other things in your garden. May is a busy
time for most of us: raking out beds, pulling weeds that
wintered over and are starting to grow in our beds. Planting
early vegetables and flowers. Shopping for new plants. We
can even bask in the sun like seals if we have the time to
do so.

Next, you are not spending any money on gas or electricity
(if you have a battery-powered mower). Most gas powered
mowers do not have the emission controls that are required
for cars. According to the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), one hour operating a new gasoline lawn mower
emits the same amount of volatile organic compounds and
nitrogen oxide as driving a new car 45 miles.

According to the EPA, lawn mowers and other garden
machines like leaf blowers, string trimmers, etc., contribute
as much pollution as our cars and homes. The statistics on
lawns are deceiving; two percent of the land mass in
America is lawn. But that is more square miles of land than
all the corn grown here. Roughly 80% of homes have at
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Tuesday, June 6, 2023
FEDERATED GARDEN CLUB ANNUAL MEETING
DATE: JUNE 6, 2023
Registrations will be emailed

LA 5

| received a telephone call from Jocelyn Zezza Friday
evening informing me that she will be coming to the
Annual Meeting Wednesday, May 10. Jocelyn also
asked me if | would let everyone know that she is doing
well. The surgery was successful in that she came
through it okay. Now it’s just waiting until the stitches
are out and hopefully her eyesight will have improved
somewhat or at the very least prevent it from getting
worse. Her thoughts are with everyone. Jocelyn and |
were co-presidents in 2015-2016. We worked together
to get the Blue Star Memorial site completed and
worked together to achieve our 501c3 status. We also
had a lot of fun and laughs along the way.

If we mow our lawns from May to the end of October, that's
six months of mowing. Eliminating one month of mowing
reduces those emissions by 17%. Good for the
environment, good for the wallet.

**A reminder from Barb Lacey: please let her know if
you know of anyone in the Garden Club that could use
a little bit of sunshine.

Happy
Mother's

Day!
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