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NEWSLETTER FROM  

THERESE 

HELLO DEAR GARDEN CLUB MEMBERS!   

 
It’s mind boggling to think that we are in the month of 

November.  We have been so fortunate to have this 

wonderful weather to catch up on our fall projects.  Yeah, 

you know what I mean.  Harvesting gardens, getting that 

last mowing in, raking leaves (but maybe not too many) 

because as you all know it’s good for those little creatures 

that are trying to thrive underneath the beauty of what has 

been left behind from the beautiful foliage we had this 

October.  What an impressive fall foliage we had.  The 

crisp red colors were unbelievable.  But as all too often 

happens, heavy rains descend upon us and it becomes stick 

season.   

 
 
We have had a very busy fall.  A lot of things are 

happening and we are about to get busier.  So buckle up 

Winsocki, buckle up as the song goes, we are going for a 

fantastic ride.  But first, let me give you a preview of some 

of the activities and news of yester month.   

 
 
October 4, 2022 – The Federated Garden Clubs of  

Vermont held its annual Fall Conference in Manchester, 

Vermont at the Manchester Country Club.  Springfield 

was well represented with 9 members attending.  FGCV 

Board Members Therese  Burton, Treasurer, , Barbara 

Riotte, Assistant Treasurer Cheryl Pierce, Secretary, 

Rosann Sexton, Lynn Likus, Barbara Lacey, Debbie 

Smith, and Carol Eramo.  There were approximately 52 

members from the 15 different Garden Clubs throughout 

the State.  Spirits were high as it is the second conference 

held this year in person.   

 

Each President was asked to tell a story or give an example 

of some of the good things that have happened in their club 

throughout the year.  Springfield’s story was about the 

phenomenal success of our Pop up Festival of Trees 
fundraiser, renewed!!!  We are blessed to have such a 
wonderful fundraiser and I think I can say we have made a 
significant impact among the other garden clubs.  So much 
so, we might be seeing some of our comrades from other 
clubs in November.  Jo Fretz, our Co-President from 
Cuttingsville and Esther Swett, our District Director from 
Rutland and their husbands will be attending. 
 

 

 
 
On Wednesday, October 12, we held our annual pot 
luck and Festival of Trees Update.  A workshop was 
held in the morning where some holiday crafts were 
created.   The attendance was outstanding and it was 
great to see everyone in person again.    Last year at 
this time our pot luck and Festival of Trees Updates 
were held in Barbara Riotte’s beautiful barn and we 
brought bag lunches.  What a difference a year has 
made.  We are so lucky to have gotten beyond the 
scare of COVID 19 and back to a somewhat normal life.  
 
 Some photos captured by Karen Vatne. 
 

 
Noriko Parker 
 

 
 
Some pinecone decorations were also made with 
Deanna Dexter leading a group in readying them for 
the Creative Sale Table at the Festival of Trees night.   



 
These logs were a popular hit last year, so we have 
made them again. 
 

 

 
AND OF COURSE WHAT WOULD AN SGC POT LUCK BE 
WITHOUT THE DELICIOUS FOOD  

 

 
 
We would like to give a heartfelt thank you to Cheryl 
for opening her garage and her home to all of us who 
attended.  It goes without saying how grateful we are 
to have her generosity and friendship.  You too Syd!!!!  
 

 
**A reminder from Barb Lacey:  please let her 
know if you know of anyone in the Garden Club 
that could use a little bit of sunshine. 

 



FALL CLEAN UP 

Because of the unsettling weather for October 26, the 

scheduled date for cleanup did not occur on the same day 

and time.   

Happening on October 26, through some drizzle was the 

Blue Star Memorial 

 

Pictured are Cheryl Pierce, Deanna Dexter, Debbie Smith, 

Therese Burton, Barb Lacey and Buddy Dexter 

 

Glenna Richardson, Bonny Andrews, Lynn Likus, 

Rosann Sexton, Lillian Willis and Delores Kuhn worked at 

the Plaza  

 
Town Office cleanup crew Carol Eramo, Alice Emmons, 
Margaret Burton, Jocelyn Zezza and Barb Riotte 

 
Diane Kemble c leaning  up one of  the containers  

 

 
Joceyn Zezza ,  Sandy Brown and Karen Vatne  

At Rte 10 and 106  



 

Today,  November 1,  2022 the  Meals on Wheels 

Tea m met  and made f lower arrangements  for 

the people who are home bound.   They  are so  

colorful  I  would l ike to  share.   I  would also l ike  

to  thank the people  who are so faithful  to  this  

progra m.  Rosann Sexton,  Lynn Likus,  Ginny 

Thulen,  Elaine Menthe,  Margery Col l ins,  

Debbie Smith,  and Abby Barney who joined us  

again today  after her  long hiatus with her kne e  

replacement surgery.   Welco me back Abby!! We 

are wishing Katherine  Parker  good wishes as  

she also has had so me ongoing health i ssues.    

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

NOTICES 

October Potluck Meeting Follow-up - Someone left a stool 

with a round black seat at Cheryl Pierce's house.  Please 

contact Cheryl at pierce83@vermontel.net if it's yours.  

Thanks. 

Holiday Shopping Reminder:  Springfield Garden Club has an 

Amazon Smile Foundation account.  If you order from 

Amazon using the following link, Amazon will donate 0.5% 

of the value of your order to our 

Club.    www.smile.amazon.com    You can continue to use 

your existing account and login.  On your first visit to the 

Amazon Smile webpage, you will be asked to select a 

charitable organization for your donations.  You may need the 

Club's Federal Tax ID number which is 03-0262930.  We 

would appreciate your support of this fundraising tool.  And 

share this with your friends and family!  Thank you. 

 

 
It's Festival "Month"....a few items from the Festival 

Committee, 

 

---We are looking for someone who knows calligraphy. We 

have the words to the Christmas song ...."Have a Holly 

Jolly Christmas...." (our theme this year!) and we would 

like to put it in a frame or on an easel and have it at the 

event. Please reply to Lynn or Jean. 

 

---We are also looking to borrow a pair of black rain 

boots for Santa to wear. He's not fussy. Any size will 

do...men's or women's. He needs them thru first week of 

January! Please reply to either Lynn or Jean.  

 

---We still need volunteers to make a food item for the 

garden Club hors d oeuvres table. Please reply to Jean 

Swanson  

 

---We are also looking to borrow 2 easels for the week of 

mailto:pierce83@vermontel.net
http://www.smile.amazon.com/


festival and can return them the day after the event.  

 

 

Reminders... 

1. Bring toolbox to all FOT workshops with tools 
marked with FULL name 
2. Bring personal water 
3. Bring small/medium boxes to Decorating Day at 
GH, Monday the 14th 
        (For transporting Creative Sale Items night of) 
 
 
**Note for new members....attendees gather at the great 
hall at 5 pm in order to get a group photo. So please 
come early, before the 6 pm start of party. There are 
always little last minute things to do. You can stop out 
front to unload, but Please park on the lower level, to 
save front parking spaces for guests. There will be signs 
to guide you to the elevator and up to great hall. 
 

Thanks so very much, 
Lynn and Jean 
 

 

 A FOLLOW UP ANNOUNCEMENT 

WILL BE FORTHCOMING TOMORROW.   

IT WILL BE THE SCHEDULE OF DATES, 

TIMES AND PLACES FOR THE 2022 

FESTIVAL OF TREES WORKSHOPS.  

(THE YEARBOOK SAYS 2021), BUT BE 

AWARE THIS IS 2022!!    IT WILL 

ALSO INCLUDE THE NAMES OF THE 

HOSTESSES.  PLEASE BE SURE TO 

CHECK YOUR EMAIL AS THIS 

INFORMATION IS VERY IMPORTANT 

AND PLEASE REMEMBER: 

ALL HANDS ON DECK  

WE NEED YOU!  YOU ARE A VERY 

IMPORTANT PART OF OUR TEAM.  

THERE IS MUCH TO BE DONE.  

THANK YOU.   

Therese 

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


