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From Alicia...
November Newsletter

The first killing frost of the 2021 crept in here overnight, on Sunday morning, October twenty-fourth. |
cannot recall such a late date for hard frost, in well over twenty years. The lovely Iris, Dahlias, Basil,
leftover tomatoes and Hyacinth beans were blackened as soon as the morning rays of sunlight lit the
day.The hearty spinach, lettuce, parsley, artichokes and Brussels sprouts seemed un-phased. | find it
difficult to say goodbye to the garden every year and hold back from cutting the flowers that are still
blooming. This fall, | found | had many perennials that bloomed a second time because | had cut them
back early on. This is something | have read about and have not always found to be true. Interestingly,
the weather this fall seemed to make it more likely a second bloom was possible. | had Bearded Iris,
Digitalis (Foxglove), lots of small roses, Nepeta (Catmint), and Stella d' Oro daylillies (the little orange-
yellow one). Annuals were in bloom so beautifully, right up until the frost and some that were slightly
protected, survived. | found myself wishing this late freeze would be the rule rather than the exception.

October was a busy month for the Springfield Garden Club. On Wednesday the Thirteenth, a herd of of
club members met in Barb Riotte's huge horse barn. It was a delightful spot. We added this location to
our list of creative outdoor/indoor, pandemic beating, meeting places the club has come up with over the
last many months.The last one being a hanger at the Springfield airport! We sat comfortably on our own
socially-distanced chairs and covered a wide number of topics related to the upcoming and exciting
holiday project we are planning. Cheryl Pierce led us through our agenda and also gave a wonderful
demonstration of how to use a pumpkin as a decorative planting vessel for the holidays. We enjoyed our
lunches and yummy dessert provided by Barb R.

The twentieth of October was our scheduled town clean-up day. The weather was just right for the task at
hand and the SCG members who participated got right to work clearing the planters and various gardens
around the village and outlying areas. A decision was made to leave a few gardens to be cleaned up at a
later time. A big thank you goes out to all those members and additional supporters who helped on that
day. We so appreciate those folks who consistently pitch in. It does take time and effort to get things
ready for the cold weather months.

October was wrapped up by a major move of the FOT decorations from the Lane Building to their new
home at the Park Street School. Here is what Cheryl Pierce had to say about the day:

Our momentous move from Lane's Eye Associates to Park Street was successfully completed last

Saturday. Weather has never been a barricade for our group of dedicated Springfield Garden Clubbers and
Saturday was no exception! Cold and rainy, a large group showed up with smiles and we moved lots of
Festival of Trees decorations and trees to a brand new storage area as the previous one had been sold. Our
many thanks go out to Rich & Carolyn Lane who generously let us use the Lane Eye Associates building,
free of charge, for many years. Fortunately our new storage area at 60 Park Street is perfect for us. Bob
Flint at Springfield Regional Development has made this move possible and we owe him a vote of thanks as
well. We are grateful to Jean Swanson for her many telephone calls to Town Hall and Bob Flint's office, as
they all used their creative talents to find a suitable location for us. Many thanks to the following Saturday
volunteers. The FOT Committee, Cheryl, Jean & Lynn

Carol and Bill Eramo
Bonny Andrews
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Deanna and Buddy Dexter
Alice Emmons
Katherine Parker
Linda Jones

Dolores Kuhn

Lee Soucy

Jean Swanson

Garret Richardson
Karen Vatne

Barb Riotte

Jocelyn Zezza
Rosann Sexton

Lynn and Paul Likus
Cheryl and Syd Pierce
Peter MacGillivray
Wes Marshall

Carol Cole

Here comes November...

This month will be one of the busiest for our club. Attached is a run-down of the activities, dates and
times. Members are encouraged to join in whenever possible to support the overall effort. We are looking
forward to a wonderful holiday season. See you soon!
From Cheryl

We are excited to present an updated schedule for our upcoming Christmas Shop activities (attached).

Our most immediate needs are: 1) volunteers to distribute advertising flyers to various locations this week,
and 2) volunteers to RSVP to work at our three workshops.

Thank you. Festival of Trees Committee, Lynn, Jean and Cheryl

From Karen

Regarding the SGC Facebook page, we now have 138 likes and 157 followers!

From Carol

Watch you email for a second SGC notice. Deanna has news about Santa Claus Club and I chose to send it in a
separate email.

Happy November to everyone. We get to rest from gardening until April. I think that is a good thing?

—Anhange:

Festival of Trees 2021 Schedule_103121.pdf 557 KB
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