Springfield Garden Club
May 2021 President’s Newsletter

It’s with amazement that I say this is my last newsletter as your
senior co-president. My two years of serving in this office ends at
our May 12 Annual Meeting. You have honored me with your
confidence and your friendship. I have deep respect for all that
the Springfield Garden Club is and for what it stands. Thank
you for allowing me to be a part of it.

May is one of our busiest and most important months. Please
mark your calendars with these events and participate however
you can.

On Saturday, May 8 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., all Garden Club
members are invited to attend a Memorial Garden Walk to honor
Evelyn Beebe. This Walk will take place in Evelyn’s gardens at
her home at 103 Cooks Pond Road, Weathersfield. The tour is
self-guided. Evelyn’s family will be there to greet everyone.
Refreshments will be available. The schedule is open-ended so
you may arrive and leave whenever you’d like during the 1:00 to
4:00 time period.

On Wednesday, May 12 our Annual Meeting will be held in a
hanger at the Springfield Airport. This is in lieu of our normal
restaurant luncheon to allow for social distancing. This venue
also allows us to be outside but out of the sun, unless you’d like
to set up your chair outside. Bring your own lunch and beverage
and folding chair. There is no cost for this program. The
schedule is as follows:

e 10:00 a.m. — Coffee and refreshments

e 10:30 a.m. — Program, “Inspired by Nature”. Jaga
Smiechowski from the Rutland Garden Club will
demonstrate the art of flower arranging. Her
arrangements will be raffled off later in the program.

e 11:30 a.m. — Break and social time. There are restroom
facilities in the airport office building.

e 11:45 a.m. — Business Meeting and Installation of
Officers. We will be voting on our 2021-2022 budget and
the proposed bylaws revisions which were approved by
the Board in September.

e 12:30 p.m. — Lunch and “Share One Thing About
Yourself”. During lunch we’ll have fun becoming
reacquainted after the long pandemic separation. It’s also
time to get to know our newer members. Be prepared to
share one fact about yourself. Feel free to bring an item
to show, for instance, something from a hobby or a photo
of your garden. Topics to consider: If you're new to
Springfield, what brought you here? Do you have a
favorite plant? What state or country is home for you?

RSVP Please by Friday, May 7 to Lee Soucy at

Itsoucy@vermontel.net or 885-5251.

2021 SGC CALENDAR

Jan. 20 — Cancelled - Winter Board
Meeting and Bylaws Vote — Nolin-
Murray Center, Pleasant St.,
Springfield, 9:30 a.m.

Feb. 9 — Cancelled - Landscape
Design for Pollinators, co-sponsored
with OLLI.

March 24 - Cancelled — Spring Bulb
Show

April 24 — Cancelled- Gardening
Wisdom 365 Days

April 21 - Spring Board Meeting —
Time and location to be announced.

May 12 — Annual Meeting, Spring
Luncheon and Installation of
Officers, 10:00 a.m., Springfield
Airport Hanger.

May 19 - Spring Clean Up, 9:00 a.m.,
assignments and instructions will be
emailed.

May 26 - Civic Beautification Day!,
9:00 a.m., assignments and
instructions will be emailed.

A photo reminder of our 2020
luncheon and installation of officers
at the Springfield Airport. The
Airport was an imaginative response
to a pandemic challenge, when most
restaurants were closed.
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Wednesday, May 19 — Spring Clean Up Day. We will clean beds in the following locations: Eureka
Schoolhouse, Town Hall, Springfield Plaza, Blue Star Memorial, Plant It Pink Memorial Garden and Rte.
10/106. If you know which bed you’re working in, report there directly. Dress for the weather. We work
sun, rain or snow, except if the weather is especially terrible. Watch
your email that morning if the weather is questionable. Bring
shovels, rakes, clippers, brooms, gloves, containers for weeds and
leaves, kneeling pads, hats, and water to stay hydrated. Also
consider insect prevention if appropriate. Remember that we save
the Rte. 10/106 bed until last because of its large size. When you
complete your assigned cleanup area, please go to 10/106.

Town Hall on Civic Beautification Day 2020 — L-R
— Margaret Burton, Margery Collins, Barb Riotte,
| Alice Emmons, Carol Eramo.

Clean Up Day 2020 — L-R — Glenna
Richardson, Dolores Kuhn, Lynn
Likus, Rosann Sexton

Wednesday, May 26 — Civic Beautification Day. The fun of
digging in the dirt and planting! Bonny Andrews and Cindy
Bouruet have already emailed work assignments. Please report to
your work location at your assigned time. Some people have been
assigned to pick up the plants at Sunshine Acres Nursery. If you
have not been asked to do the pickup, plants will be delivered to you. Dress for the weather. Again, we
work sun, rain or snow, except if the weather is especially terrible. Watch your email that morning if the
weather is questionable. Bring shovels, rakes, clippers, brooms, gloves, kneeling pads, hats, and water to
stay hydrated. Also consider insect prevention if appropriate. If you have questions about either of these
work days, contact Bonny at bonnvandrews65@gmail.com or 885-3638 or Cindy at
lucindabouruet2@gmail.com or 267-250-1245.

Many, many thanks to everyone who renewed their memberships. You make the Springfield Garden
Club possible. The support of your time and your dues are critical to our community service work. As we
all know, we have experienced a very different year. Our Board is working diligently to be sure our most
important community service projects endure. We’ll have as much fun as we can (despite social
distancing) and we’ll get the job done!

Some delightful news! Please welcome back returning member Linda Kelley. We are thrilled to have
her join us again. Please add her contact information to your yearbook.

Linda Kelly, 40 Forest Drive, Springfield, 885-5884, limfk@hotmail.com

An important message from Barbara Lacey who is chairperson of our Sunshine Committee. If you know
of anyone in our Club who needs cheering up for any reason, please let Barb know. It’s important that we
stay connected. Contact Barb at brlacey@vermontel.net or 886-8112.

A reminder to save the date for the Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont (FGCV) annual meeting.
FGCV has changed their annual meeting schedule this year. To accommodate social distancing
requirements, the meeting will take place Tuesday, July 20 rather than the usual first Tuesday in June.
It will be held outside, in the Vermont Garden Park in South Burlington. Start time is 10:00 a.m. to
allow extra time for travel. Everyone is to bring their lunch and a chair. There will be no registration fee.
Participating in this event is worthwhile. It’s always fun to meet interesting and talented FGCV
members from communities throughout Vermont. In addition, the Vermont Garden Park is a “must see”
community garden that is part of a network of over 500 community gardens located across Vermont. To
quote the Vermont Community Newspaper, “The Vermont Garden Park...began in 2000, when The
Burlington Garden Club and Horticulturist Charlie Nardozzi turned this once barren field into a 100-acre
glorious green landscape. Together, they worked the soil to create the Cottage Garden and Butterfly




Garden, just two of the gardens in the park. The park, a section of the Wheeler Nature Park, has since
flourished into what South Burlington resident Paul Steinman calls “not just a garden but a destination.”
Since that time, the Burlington Garden Club has also added the Grandma and Grandpa’s Garden as part
of their continuing effort to involve and educate children.

Thanks to Karen Vatne our Facebook page continues Barbara McLaughlin Mahoney

to expand its viewership. Karen has posted lots of Your time and effort are appreciated. The planters are
information about our club and gardening-related always beautiful as you drive through town.
articles as well. When she recently posted that SGC Like - Reply - Share - 10h ©

would be out in force soon for our annual Civic
Beautification Day, this lovely comment on the right The Garden Club volunteers are such a gift to the beauty
side of the page was posted. Always know that your aEthe taanl

hard work to plant and maintain our gardens and -~
planters are noticed and appreciated. If you haven’t

seen it, our page address is www.Facebook.com/Springfield-Garden-Club-of-Vermont-103181381226702.

Mary Helen Hawthorne

Karen maximizes our exposure by continuing to link
her postings to other related sites: “Happenings In
and Around Springfield Vermont”, “Villages of
Weathersfield and Surrounding Areas”, and
“Growing Up in Springfield”.

Year-to-date stats from Karen: Our Facebook
page following continues to GROW!

v" Our Followers grew from 113 to 128.

v" Our Likes grew from 104 to 116.

We need help with our Meals On Wheels community service program. As mentioned in prior newsletters,
Meals On Wheels Chairperson Therese Burton single-handedly rescued this program when the

pandemic put a sudden halt to the monthly mini flower arrangements we were making for Meals On
Wheels clients. Instead, Therese has been designing and printing monthly notecards, using garden-
related photos and a cheerful greeting. Her goal was to stay connected with the meals recipients, who
were more isolated than ever by the social lockdowns we underwent last year. Therese is asking for a
volunteer to take over this project for a few months. She says the notecards are easy to produce. They
are created using a computer and then emailed to Red House Press for printing. They are then dropped
off at the Meals On Wheels office on Union Street. Please consider undertaking this important project.
Contact Therese at taghmagic@yahoo.com or 886-8471. Thank you!

The Spring 2021 issue of the quarterly National Garden Club magazine is now available. To read it:
o Go to www.NationalGardenClub.org
e C(Click on the Member Resources tab at the bottom of the page.
¢ On the next page click on the “National Gardener” menu item. You’'ll see a link to the latest issue.

Another uplifting comment was received in April from a donor to our Festival of Trees fundraising
campaign. A note was included with the check that stated, “We so appreciate the Garden Club. We can’t
imagine how Springfield would look without the efforts of the Garden Club.” Never forget that the impact
of your gardening efforts has the power to uplift spirits and bring untold joy to the community.

Thank you for a wonderful two years as your president. I'd like to take this opportunity to remind you
once more that there are many ways to serve our club. We are in need of committee members, officers
and people who are interested and willing to start “learning the ropes”. As we all brush ourselves off to
move forward out of the pandemic, please embrace your chance to serve and to make a difference. To use
a well-known metaphor, we are all unique notes who, together, make up the striking and powerful
symphony of success that our Club has enjoyed for over 100 years.

Happy Gardening!
Cheryl



