
Springfield Garden Club 
October 2020 President’s Newsletter 

 
I’m marveling at the gorgeous autumn colors and crisp, sunny 
days.  I hope you are all taking the time to soak in this always-
special season in Vermont.  Our Board met for their Fall Board 
Meeting on September 16 and there is much news and extensive 
scheduling changes to report.  Please save this newsletter 
because several dates and events are different than what is 
written in our Yearbook. 
 
However, before diving into all of that news, I want to extend 
deep gratitude to Grace and Randy Knight for hosting a lovely 
and informative tour of their American Chestnut tree grove and 
discussion of their important work to save this tree.  We enjoyed 
a delightful afternoon in the Knights’ 300-tree grove which is 
part of a country-wide effort to identify and develop trees that 
are resistant to the blight fungus that killed four billion trees in 
the early 1900s.  Earlier this year the Knights inoculated their 
trees with the fungus and during our visit we could see the 
orange-colored evidence of the fungus beginning to grow on some 
of them.  Next year nine of the most fungus-resistant and best-
shaped trees will be identified and the rest cut down.  If you 
would like to support this national project, consider joining the 
American Chestnut Foundation.  More information can be found 
on their website, www.acf.org. 
 

Important!!  Calling all SGC members!! 
Wednesday, October 7, 9:00 a.m. is our Fall Clean Up!! 

We need lots of help to put our gorgeous and successful gardens 
and planters to bed for the season. 

 If you were on a watering and weeding schedule this 
summer for one of our gardens or planters, please go 
directly to that area. 

 If you were not on a watering and weeding schedule and 
are available to work, we need you!  Please arrive at the 
Peeble’s parking lot at 9:00 a.m.  Lynn Likus will be 
there to give out work assignments. 

 Reminder of our garden locations:  Eureka Schoolhouse, 
Town Hall, Springfield Plaza, Blue Star Memorial 
(downtown to the left of the theater) and Plant It Pink at 
the Iron Bridge on Clinton Street. 

 As usual, when we have completed work at our assigned 
garden or planter, everyone then meets at the big Rt. 
10/106 garden which needs lots of hands. 

Don’t forget to bring rakes, work gloves, containers for dead 
plant materials, kneeling pads, drinking water and any tools you 
usually use.  We are tough gardeners and work rain or shine.  
However, RAIN DATE is Thursday, October 8, only if it is 
really pouring.  If the weather is questionable on Wednesday, 
watch your email early that morning for announcements. 
 
 

2020 SGC CALENDAR 
June 10 – Postponed – Two Special 
Tours – Eshqua Bog and Doug 
Switzer’s Azalea Gardens. 
 

July 8 – Postponed - Garden Tour 
and brown bag lunch. 
 

August 12 – Brown bag lunch and 
plant exchange at Bonny Andrews’ 
Lake House. 
 

Sept. 9 – “American Chestnut Trees”,
Tour of the Knight’s Chestnut tree 
grove, 2:00 p.m. at Dr. Randy and 
Grace Knight’s home.  
 

Sept. 16 – Fall Board Meeting, 9:30 
a.m. at Nolin-Murray Center 
 

Oct. 7 – Fall Gardens Clean Up, 
9:00 a.m., Springfield Plaza (Peebles) 
 

Oct. 14 – Fall Potluck and Festival of 
Trees Update - CANCELLED 
 

Nov. 11 – FOT Wreath Workshop - 
CANCELLED 
 

Nov. 14 – FOT Moving Day, 9:00 a.m. 
at Lane’s storage. 
 

Nov. 16– FOT Decorating Day, 9:00 
a.m. at The Great Hall. 
 

Nov. 20 – Festival of Trees Party – 
CANCELLED 
 

Dec. 2 – Creative Workshop, 9:00 
a.m. Great Hall, 100 Main St. 
 

Dec. 9 – Annual Holiday Luncheon,  
TENTATIVE, FINAL DECISION TO BE 
ANNOUNCED AT A LATER DATE. 
 
 

 

 

Spiny American Chestnut seed pods 



Important Notice of an Upcoming Vote - SGC Active Members 
At the September 16 Fall Board Meeting several revisions to our Bylaws were approved.  A copy of the 
revised bylaws is a separate attachment in this newsletter email.  Please review them.  These revisions 
can only be adopted by vote of all active members of SGC.  As we know, Covid-19 has made the process of 
having a normal meeting complicated, therefore, this vote will be scheduled to occur at 11:00 a.m. on 
Monday, November 16 during our Decorating Day function at the Great Hall.  The Great Hall will 
allow us plenty of space for social distancing.  Masks will be required.  The vote must be done in-person.  
Our bylaws do not yet permit electronic voting.  Allowing electronic voting is one of the bylaws revisions 
we’ll be voting to adopt.  Please make every effort to be there.  The vote can only take place if we have a 
quorum.  Only active members are permitted to vote but all members are welcome to voice their 
comments.  Many, many thanks to Margery Collins for her expertise and the numerous hours she spent 
with Cheryl to craft these revisions.  If you have questions or comments, contact Cheryl Pierce at 
scpierce83@comcast.net or 603-558-2674, or Alicia Jenks at alicia.jenks@comcast.net or 802-263-9429. 
 

Festival of Trees 2020 - Update 
Sadly but wisely, the SGC Board made the final decision to cancel this year’s Festival.  The Covid-19 
virus has made life too complicated and there is no safe way to hold this event.  But there is good news!  
Despite having to cancel the Friday night party, we won’t allow Covid-19 to stop our fun completely.  We 
WILL be decorating the Great Hall.  Included in this email is an attachment that summarizes the 
Festival of Trees activities for this year.  Please print it and keep it handy. 
 
It’s important that you be aware of another critical effort currently underway.  A significant Festival of 
Trees fundraising campaign was launched a few weeks ago.  The Festival of Trees leadership team, Jean 
Swanson, Lynn Likus and Sandy MacGillivray, along with the Raffle and Silent Auction Team, Lee 
Soucy, Carol Eramo, Margaret Burton and Sandy Brown, have mailed or handed out over 300 
letters to local businesses and friends of SGC, asking for donations in lieu of purchasing tickets or their 
normal Festival donation.  These donations will be critical to our 2021 Civic Beautification and 
Scholarship programs. 
 
I’m delighted to report that one result of this fundraising is our receiving a $500 award from the 
Claremont Savings Bank Foundation.  Congratulations to all SGC members for having your community 
service work recognized.  The following is an excerpt from the September 29 notification we received from 
the CSB Foundation.  This news will soon be posted on the CSB website and social media sites. 
 

“Thank you for submitting a grant application to the Claremont Savings Bank Foundation.  The 
Foundation has completed its 17th year of funding applications after receiving 105 grant 
applications for a total request of over $445,000.  Of these, awards were made to sixty-four 
organizations totaling $90,000 in grant monies being distributed for 2020. 
 

Based upon the commendable benefits you provide to the community, we are excited to announce 
your organization was chosen to receive an award this year, congratulations.  Please look for your 
check in the amount of $500.00 to arrive in the mail, soon.” 

 
Co-President Alicia’s Horticultural Notes.  This month titled, October in the Garden. 

Many gardeners think spring is the busiest time of year in the garden. I think October wins by a 
mile. The recent freezing temperatures put us all into high gear and we started to cut back our gardens 
much earlier than usual.  One day we were admiring the last delicate blooms of late summer and the next 
day those same blooms were the droopy darkened victims of Jack Frost.  As we clear away the spent 
foliage and plant the handful of new bulbs we ordered, we can ponder our garden year. 

October is a time of garden reflection but consider this...it is also time of "golden opportunity."  Now is 
the time of year to assess your garden while your visual memory is still fresh and consider what 
improvements you can make.  Once you do that... remember the location of the plants you have, decide 
which plants have made a striking showing and can be readily divided and set in another location.  Make 



a plan to divide two or three of your "best in show" and put them in a spot in your garden that needs some 
improvement. 

My suggestion for plants that benefit from frequent division when they are in large clumps are:  
Siberian iris, Hemerocallis (day lilies), all colors of Phlox, and Peonies, (if you know how to move them).  
The reason I suggest two or three transplants is that sometimes older plants can be difficult to dig up and 
divide.  Don't be discouraged!  You will reap the benefits of division tenfold if you manage to wrestle that 
Siberian iris out of the ground and split it into four parts. 

Most coordinated garden plans include repetitions of the same plant in the overall design.  Divide 
that day lily or iris and locate it in several places in the same bed.  You will be surprised at how well it 
pulls together bed design in terms of color, height or texture.  Transplanting does require some serious 
digging but if you do two or three plants a year, you end up with a very satisfying outcome.  October is the 
time to do it.  You won't regret it when you see the results next summer. 

A word about the dry conditions.  Currently our gardens are not ideal for transplanting.  You can dig 
and divide and set your divisions on a tarp in a protected area where you can water them on a regular 
basis.  Once we have some fall rain you can place them back in the garden in their new location and water 
them in.  I am being optimistic about the fall rains.  If this sounds too risky, try one transplant. 

If you have questions about anything I have written please send an email to alicia.jenks@comcast.net. 
 

As you begin thinking about your holiday shopping, please remember that 
Springfield Garden Club has an AmazonSmile Foundation account.  If you 
order from Amazon using the SGC link, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
value of your order to our Club.  We’d appreciate your support of this new 

fund-raising tool.  You’ll find the link under the Members tab on our website or use this link:  
www.springfieldgardenclub.org/Members.php.   Thanks for supporting SGC! 
 
A reminder from Barb Lacey who is our Membership 
Chair and also our Sunshine Chair.  If you know of 
anyone in our Club who is ill or may need a cheerful 
hello, please let Barb know.  Barb has a special way of 
reaching out to members who could use a bright pick-me-
up.  Barb’s email is brlacey@vermontel.net. 
 
A message from Jocelyn Zezza:  We are all so happy that Sandy is back at home in Springfield and 
getting stronger. I want to thank members who have already taken dinners to Peter and those who are on 
the schedule to do so: Lee, Mary, Jean, Trish, Jeanice, Bill, Rosann, and Sue.  If anyone else would like to 
join the cooking brigade, please let me know.  We are sending Peter food on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Send me an email and I will put you on the list.  Thanks so much.  Jocelyn, jkzchappy@gmail.com. 

 
 

 

Happy Gardening! 
Cheryl 

 

From Karen Vatne:  Our Facebook 
page following continues to GROW! 
 In Sept. Karen posted 43 new photos. 
 Our Followers grew from 83 to 88. 
 Our Likes grew from 77 to 82. 

 

American Chestnut Tree tour Hosts, 
Grace and Randy Knight 

A beautiful day in the tree grove. 

American Chestnut Tree wood 
bowl.  Gorgeous wood grain. 


