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We knew that September and cooler weather would somehow 
arrive but it felt very far away at the end of July.  Hoorah for the 
rain!  Sandy MacGillivray wants to again mention her 
gratitude for the diligence of all watering team members.  This 
summer was a challenging one for sure.  Our plantings look 
spectacular, thanks to a large amount of love and water. 
 
Grace Knight will be hosting our 
September 9th program at her home at 
328 Gravelin Rd., Perkinsville at 2:00 
p.m.  This is an outdoors program.  We 
will tour Grace’s and her husband 
Randy’s American Chestnut tree grove.  
The Knights are part of a national effort 
to bring back this magnificent tree after 
a blight fungus killed an estimated four 
billion trees in the eastern U.S. in the early 1900s.  The trees are 
valued for their beauty, the nuts it produces and for it’s straight-
grained hardwood.  Please join us to hear about this fascinating 
and important project.  The Knights will have water available for 
everyone but refreshments will not be served because of Covid-19 
precautions.  Please wear masks.  If you’d like to carpool, meet at 
the Peeble’s parking lot at 1:30. 
 
Our Fall Board will be held at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 16.  
This will be an online Zoom meeting.  If you are not on the Board 
and wish to attend, please contact Cheryl Pierce at 
scpierce83@comcast.net or 603-558-2674 and we’ll send you the 
email link you’ll need to join the meeting.  If anyone is not 
familiar with Zoom and would like to participate in a “practice” 
meeting, contact Cheryl.  It’s easy! 
 
I imagine that many of you are wondering what our Club will be 
doing about the Festival of Trees this year.  Because of the virus, 
our 2020 plans will be very different.  Many ideas have been 
discussed and final decisions will be made at our Sept. 16 Board 
meeting.  We will send an announcement to all members 
following that meeting. 
 
We recently received a $100 donation from Warren and Beth 
Bryant.  Warren is the brother of our late member and friend 
Elaine Pomeroy.   Sue McCausland had sent them photos of 
Elaine’s new bench located next to our Blue Star garden.  She 
would like to share the following comments from their lovely 
note.  “We were very touched and happy to see how the memorial 
funds for Elaine have been used.  Such an appropriate and 
thoughtful way to honor her.  As the 2nd anniversary of her 
passing approaches, we had intended to send another donation.  
We hope this will help the club with maintenance and 
beautification of gardens in and around Springfield.” 

2020 SGC CALENDAR 
June 10 – Postponed – Two Special 
Tours – Eshqua Bog and Doug 
Switzer’s Azalea Gardens. 
 

July 8 – Postponed - Garden Tour 
and brown bag lunch. 
 

August 12 – Brown bag lunch and 
plant exchange at Bonny Andrews’ 
Lake House. 
 

Sept. 9 – “American Chestnut Trees”,
Tour of the Knight’s Chestnut tree 
grove, 2:00 p.m. at Dr. Randy and 
Grace Knight’s home.  
 

Sept. 16 – Fall Board Meeting, 9:30 
a.m., Zoom meeting. 
 

Oct. 7 – Fall Gardens Clean Up, 
9:00 a.m., Springfield Plaza (Peebles) 
 

Festival of Trees schedule – To Be 
Announced. 
 

Dec. 9 –To Be Determined - Annual 
Holiday Luncheon, 11:00 a.m. Social 
Hour, 12:00 p.m. Luncheon, Inn at 
Weathersfield, Perkinsville. 
 
 

 

 

 

Look at the gorgeous Red, White & 
Blue display at Blue Star this year! 



Many thanks to Alicia Jenks for offering the following inspirational gardening advice.  We are launching 
a new monthly feature:  Alicia’s Horticultural Notes.  This month titled, In the Garden:  What's Blooming 
in the Garden You Ask? 
 
“This is the time for annuals to shine. If you have planned well, your annuals and container plants are 
bright and loaded with color. You must have been trimming them just right over the summer and cutting 
back those spent blossoms on your hanging plants to keep them blooming. As many perennials are 
reaching the end of their bloom time, annuals are the secret to making your garden last well into fall. 
There are a few fall blooming perennials I would like to mention that you 
may not be familiar with.  All of them are a delight and if you have not tried 
them, I would encourage you to do so.  They range in height and color but all 
are well worth a try.  Fall blooming anemones, often referred to as Japanese 
anemones are some of my favorites.  They thrive in sun or partial shade with 
a mix of rich, evenly moist, well-drained soil. Here are the names of some 

species:  A. hupehensis. A. tomentosa, and A. 
vitifolia.  These three are lovely and well-
behaved and you will look forward to seeing 
them in the garden each fall.  Who does not love asters?  They range in color 
from the deepest to lightest shades of purple to the brightest magenta.  Some 
tower at four feet and some are under a foot.  The largest asters I have are at 
the back of one of my gardens.  Every spring I vow to stake them up...maybe 
next year.  The last flower worth mentioning is the strange but wonderful 
Colchicum autumnale or autumn saffron.  This plant is really a bulb that 

shows its lance-like leaves over the summer and then the leaves disappear.  As fall comes on, up pops the 
lovely large crocus blooms.  They are a wonder and very fun to see late in the garden year.  We gardeners 
like to have our gardens last as long as we can and this time of year can be one of the very best times in 
the garden.” 
 
For all of us who have been inspired by Marita Johnson’s irises.  “To My 'Collection of Iris Friends’, I 
have produced a program on my Iris Gardens for SAPA TV, our Springfield Area Public Access Television 
Station.  I think you’d enjoy watching it.  It is in 2 parts, each is about 50 minutes long.  It took me 120 
hours to organize my photographs to tell the story, write and narrate the script and edit it together and 
add music.  It is partly just for enjoying the beauty of the irises, partly to learn the history of the stories 
behind my gardens and the many visitors who come, and partly educational on how to grow and care for 
irises.  If you do watch it, I’d enjoy hearing from you:  mjohnson@vermontel.net.  The programs are 
available on www.sapatv.org.   Click on Video on Demand.  The programs are shown under Recent 
Programs, also under Marita Johnson, and you can search in the upper right corner with the word Iris.” 
 
Have you looked at our Facebook page lately?  After Karen Vatne posted 
this photo of the Post Office planter, we received many delightful 
comments.  You have all been warriors this year – watering, weeding and 
feeding through the drought and through Covid-19 – and deserve to see 
how appreciated your efforts are.  Below is a sampling of quotes.  So nice!! 

 I just want to say how grateful I am for the Springfield Garden 
Club!  They do a wonderful job beautifying our town. Thank you! 

 Yes they do!! 
 Normally I work at the Eureka Schoolhouse.  I have heard 

compliments on your flowers from tourists.  I have enjoyed them for 
many years. 

 So much beauty in every planter, amazing, thank you all who tend to their needs. 
 Gorgeous.  Thank you! 
 I always admire the flowers when I drive through. 
 Always gorgeous!  Best in Vermont for sure. 
 The planters are extra gorgeous this year!  Thank you, Springfield Garden Club! 

 



I was interested to see that Therese 
Burton also posted a comment, 
thanking everyone for their 
compliments and saying that SGC 
appreciates their support.  Thanks to 
Therese for posting that important 
Club feedback.  And thanks to Karen 
for diligently getting the good word 
out about SGC. 

 
As you begin thinking about your holiday shopping, please remember that 
Springfield Garden Club has an AmazonSmile Foundation account.  If you 
order from Amazon using the SGC link, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
value of your order to our Club.  We’d appreciate your support of this new 

fund-raising tool.  You’ll find the link under the Members tab on our website or use this link:  
www.springfieldgardenclub.org/Members.php.   Thanks for supporting SGC! 
 
News from National Garden Club:  Our National Garden Club just launched a complete redesign of their 
website.  Once you become familiar with the layout, I’m sure you’ll find it easier to use and filled with 
good information.  What is different for all of us as members is that you no longer need to log in to access 
member information.  Scroll down to the very bottom of the first page and click on Member Resources. 

 
Scroll down on the next Member page and you’ll see a menu of several resources.  The National Gardener 
is the quarterly online magazine.  Keeping in Touch is the bi-monthly newsletter. 
 
I have two State awards to announce!  Congratulations to Margaret Nickerson upon being awarded the 
Golden Trowel for her service to our Club.  Margaret has been a member of SGC since 1994.  As Karen 
stated in the award application, “For many years she has been the steward of the Rt 10/106 triangular 
intersection in Springfield, heading up the spring cleanup and weeding and watering throughout the 
summer.”  Additionally, Margaret has won many medals in National Senior Olympics swimming 
competitions and in May, 2019, she was presented with an anniversary pin for serving 60 consecutive 
years with the Catholic Daughters.  SGC is fortunate to have Margaret as a member and a friend. 
 
Claremont Savings Bank won the FGCV Business Landscape award.  The Springfield branch was 
recognized for their “eye-catching, colorful garden display”, their volunteer participation in our planting 
and cleanup days, their participation in our Festival of Trees, and generously allowing SGC to use their 
meeting room.  They are important friends and partners. 
 
Please reach out to Margaret and our friends at Claremont 
Savings to congratulate them and thank them for their 
dedication to Springfield and 
SGC. 

 
 

 

Our Facebook page following continues to GROW! 
 In Aug. Karen posted 12 new photos of our lovely 

gardens. 
 Our Followers grew from 75 to 83. 
 Our Likes grew from 67 to 77. 
 Popularity is growing through links with Growing Up In 

Springfield and Happenings In & Around Springfield. 
 

Happy Gardening! 
Cheryl 

 
L-R: CSB employee & volunteer Lindsey 
Dauphin, Cheryl Pierce, CSB branch manager 
Nicole Picard, CSB landscaper Janelle Booth Karen Vatne and Anne Miller holding up some 

of the SIX awards received by SGC this year, 
thanks to their hard work and writing skill! 


