
Springfield Garden Club 
July 2020 President’s Newsletter 

 
We are finally into the beautiful days of summer.  Although the 
daytime temps have been very hot, the mornings and evenings 
are heavenly and the best time to be in our gardens. 

 
Important message from Sandy 
MacGillivray:  “It has certainly been a 
challenge to water enough through this 
drought!   PLEASE keep it up.  Remember that 
pop-up showers are just that. It may rain 
where you are, but not where you water.  Your 

efforts are much appreciated by all!” 
 
We are so pleased to welcome a new member! 

 Lucinda Bouruet, 1819 Goulden Ridge Rd. Weathersfield, 
267-250-1245, lbouruet@comcast.net 

Lucinda is Lynn Likus’ neighbor and is very interested in 
becoming involved.  Please put Lucinda’s contact information in 
your Yearbook and reach out to her with a welcome. 
 
This is the time of year for gorgeous 
gardens.  On June 13 Syd and I had a 
delightful visit to Marita Johnson’s 
iris gardens.  What an explosion of 
color!  Marita’s knowledge of her irises 
and her interesting and fun stories 
made the tour very special.  Marita 
and Bruce welcomed us on a tour 
through the rest of their gardens as 
well.  They have created a lovely and 
thoughtful oasis on the hill.  Many 
thanks to Marita and Bruce for their 
warm hospitality. 
 
In early June a few SGC members toured Doug Switzer’s azalea 
garden in Brattleboro. Doug visited SGC in March for an 
informative azalea program. To the left are Anne Miller, Doug 

Switzer, Lynn Likus and 
Bonny Andrews admiring a 
serene pond.  Doug’s gardens 
are extensive and he welcomes 
visitors if you’re looking for a 
summer outing idea. 

 
A reminder from Barb Lacey 
who is not only our 
Membership Chair but also 
our Sunshine Chair.  If you 
know of anyone in our Club 

2020 SGC CALENDAR 
June 10 – Postponed – Two Special 
Tours – Eshqua Bog and Doug 
Switzer’s Azalea Gardens. 
 

July 8 – Potluck Lunch and Plant 
Exchange at Bonny Andrews’ home 
on Lake Rescue, 10:00 a.m. 
 

August 12  – “Create a Log 
Container” Workshop. 
 

Sept. 9 – “American Chestnut Trees”,
Tour of the Knight’s Chestnut tree 
grove, 2:00 p.m. at Dr. Randy and 
Grace Knight’s home.  
 

Sept. 18 – Fall Board Meeting, 9:30 
a.m. at Claremont Savings Bank 
 

October 6 – FGCV Fall Meeting. 
Vermont State House; Montpelier, 
VT.  9:00 a.m. registration. 
 

Oct. 7 – Fall Gardens Clean Up, 
9:00 a.m., Springfield Plaza (Peebles) 
 

Oct. 14 – Fall Potluck and Festival of 
Trees Update Meeting. Bring a dish. 
11:00 a.m. at Barbara Riotte’s home. 
 

Nov. 11 – FOT Wreath Workshop, 
9:00 a.m. at Barbara Riotte’s home. 
 

Nov. 14 – FOT Moving Day, 9:00 a.m. 
at Lane’s storage. 
 

Nov. 16– FOT Decorating Day, 9:00 
a.m. at The Great Hall. 
 

Nov. 18 & 19 – FOT Creative 
Workshops, 9:00 a.m. at Jean 
Swanson’s home. 
 

Nov. 20 – Festival of Trees!  
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. (Be at Great Hall at 
5:30 p.m. for group photo.) 
 

Dec. 9 – Annual Holiday Luncheon, 
11:00 a.m. Social Hour, 12:00 p.m. 
Luncheon, Inn at Weathersfield, 
Perkinsville. 

 

 



who is ill or may need a cheerful hello, please let Barb know.  Barb has a special way of reaching out to 
members who could use a bright pick-me-up.  Barb’s email is brlacey@vermontel.net. 
 
Don’t forget to RSVP for our July 8 Summer Potluck and Plant Exchange at Bonny and Peter 
Andrews’ beautiful summer home on Lake Rescue.  They have a large deck, a lawn area and a dock so 
there is plenty of room in which we can spread out if we choose to do so for social distancing. 
 
DATE & TIME:  Wednesday, July 8, 10:00 a.m. until ? 
PROGRAM:   Summer potluck and plant exchange.  Everyone bring a dish to share.  If you have plants 
in your garden that can be divided, please bring a plant or two to contribute for the Yankee Exchange. 
Extra plants would be appreciated since everyone will not be able to contribute. 
LOCATION:  Bonny's Lake House, 39 Red Bridge Rd, Ludlow.  There is a 
good amount of parking available but we must be careful with the number of 
cars.  Please carpool if you can.  Anyone wanting to carpool, meet at Peebles 
at 9:30 a.m. or make your own arrangements. 
CONTACT:  Cheryl Pierce, 603-558-2674 or scpierce83@comcast.net. 
RSVP to Cheryl by Wednesday, July 1    Heavy Rain Date:  Thursday, 
July 9.  Check your email for information. 
Please wear your mask and bring your own drink along with your 
potluck dish and plant(s).  Everything else will be provided.  Also 
bring a bathing suit if you want to take advantage of the lake. 
 
Bonny’s Directions to 39 Red Bridge Road:  Go through Ludlow on Route 
103/100 North.  At the intersection and traffic light, turn right on Route 100 
for 1.9 miles to Red Bridge Rd.  Turn onto Red Bridge Rd. for 400 feet. We are the third house on the 
left.  Go slowly as it is easy to miss!!  (Photo of Bonny's home to help you identify the right place!) 
 
An Important Project Update from Sue McCausland:  “My friends, I’m pleased to tell you that the 
memorial bench we ordered to honor Elaine Pomeroy, paid for by donations made in her honor, has 
been installed in the Blue Star Memorial garden.  It was decided to be placed there as Elaine was a 
dedicated Springfield Garden Club member and was an Air Force Veteran.  A HUGE thank you to Wes 

who cleared the spot, helped with the installation 
and groomed the location afterwards!!!  “Our” 
stonemason, Aaron Fitzherbert, made, carved and 
installed the bench....with Wes’s muscle!  I’m 
thankful for all the support from our members for 
this project and hope you can stop by to see this 
lovely memorial to a dear friend.” 
 
As a follow-up, Sue shares this thoughtful note from 
Elaine’s husband, Reggie.  “The bench is awesome, 
what an honor and so thoughtful of the garden club.  
Elaine would be very proud.  She loved the Garden 

Club.  Growing things was so important in her life, she loved that more than 
anything.  I would like to thank the garden club, and want to commend the members that were 
responsible for this beautiful bench...thank everybody in the garden club from me. Love, Reggie” 
 
SGC is grateful to Sue for the many hours of friendship and love she dedicated to this memorial. 
 
An Important New Program Note:  The Program Committee would like to consider moving ahead with 
plans for the August 12 “Create a Log Container with Succulents” program.  The committee will prepare 
the logs.  Each member is responsible to bring their own succulents (approximately seven) and brown bag 
lunch.  Location is yet to be determined.  If you are interested, please contact Lynn as soon as possible.  
The committee needs lots of time to prepare the logs.  Lynn’s email is llikus@me.com.   Thank you! 

 

 



Karen Vatne has had a busy summer, not only taking super photos, but also updating and expanding 
our Facebook presence.  As you remember, we launched our Club’s Facebook page in January.  It’s fun 
and interesting to watch how the momentum is building.  Below is an activity summary.  Going forward 
we plan to include Karen’s activity updates in our newsletters. 

 In June alone, Karen posted photos for Clean Up Day, Civic Beautification Day, Plant It Pink, the 
Theater, Doug Switzer’s gardens and Town Hall. 

 Karen linked our page with Growing Up In Springfield, Happenings In and Around Springfield, 
and photos in Weathersfield and surrounding areas. 

 Posts in Growing Up In Springfield are generating the most interest. 
 We currently have 63 followers and 56 likes, which means that every time Karen posts something 

to our page, those people see it in their feed. 
Facebook is proving to be the important SGC publicity vehicle that we had hoped.  If you use Facebook, 
please follow us! 
 
Jean Swanson wanted to share information about an upcoming television special highlighting a local 
treasure.   “The Legacy of an Art Colony” will be shown on NHPBS on Thursday, July 2 at 8 PM  on 
NHPBS and Saturday, July 4 at 3 PM  on NHExplore.  This local documentary tells the story and 
celebrates the legacy of the artists, writers and performers who settled in the foothills of Mount Ascutney 
and formed the Cornish Colony.  Enjoy seeing your friends and neighbors in this entertaining and 
educational film!”   Click on the link below for further information.  Click on the photo of Abraham 
Lincoln’s statue to watch a trailer that will whet your appetite.    https://silverwoodusa.com/ 
 
The Scholarship Committee is very happy to announce the names of our two winners this year. Both 
young women have recently graduated from Green Mountain High School.  They both were very 
impressive scholars, active in community activities, and leaders on athletic teams.  Both students have 
demonstrated a true passion for the natural world. 
Our first student, Olivia Bernier, is the daughter of Christopher Bernier, a Wildlife Biologist, and 
Margaret Minehan, a Teacher.  Olivia will be attending St. Lawrence University in Canton, NY with a 
major in Conservation Biology.  Her goal is to become an Environmental Educator and/or Scientist.  
During one summer, she worked on a Vermont Youth Conservation work crew planting trees and 
removing invasive plants. 
Our second student, Laurel King, is the daughter of Gary King, a Director and Carrie King, a Children’s 
Librarian.  She will be attending the University of Vermont, with a major in Political Science and a goal 
of becoming an Environmental Lawyer.  Laurel spent the summer before her senior year living on the 
Appalachian Trail in Maine trail working on building new and sustainable trails with other students from 
around the country. 
We are pleased to help these students move forward to achieve their dreams.  Each student will be 
awarded a $1000 scholarship this year. 
Scholarship Committee:  Jocelyn Zezza, Marjorie Collins, and Deanna Dexter. 
 
A little belatedly, but a sincere thanks to all who contributed to our food drive on Civic Beautification 
Day.  The Springfield Food Shelf is in desperate need of non-perishable food items.  Our contributions 
that day made a huge difference.  You are encouraged to continue to donate.  Items may be dropped off at 
any time at the Food Shelf, located in the Family Center at 365 Summer Street.  Many thanks to Alicia 
Jenks for organizing our Civic 
Beautification Day collection efforts.  Our 
Club’s community service efforts are broad 
in scope and far-reaching in impact. 
 
Enjoy this welcome respite of rain. 

Happy Gardening! 
Cheryl 

Hot off the press!  Thanks to hard work by Awards Chair Karen 
Vatne and immediate past chair Anne Miller, our Club has won 
several Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont (FGCV) awards. 

 Yearbook 
 Civic Beautification 
 Conservation (Audubon program) 
 Environmental Education of the Public through Club 

Programs (Henry Homeyer) 
Stay tuned for a surprise announcement about two more!! 


