Springfield Garden Club
June 2020 President’s Newsletter

After many weeks of “stay-at-home”, our May Civic
Beautification work days brought warm weather, the opportunity
to see friends and a fun lunch in the airport hangar. What a
blessing! Our members and volunteers turned out in force. We
were grateful for the many kudos we received from community
members — by way of car horn honks and the “thank yous”
shouted by passers-by.

Civic Beautification Chair Sandy MacGillivray dedicated many
extra planning hours this year to ensure we complied with social
distancing requirements, which included changing our pickup
location and processes. Sunshine Acres owners and SGC
members John and Maureen McAveeney went above and
beyond to accommodate our special needs.

We want to extend a special shout-out to several special friends
who are always there for us. Peter MacGillivray and Bill
Eramo mounted the six bridge boxes and filled all planters,
window boxes, etc. with soil along with the other Dirt Guys,
Garet Richardson and Wes Marshall. Town of Springfield
DPW workers again placed our ten wrought iron planters on
Main Street and picked up our debris piles. Our friends at
Claremont Savings Bank, Nicole Picard, Lindsey Dauphin
and McKenzie Hartwell, pitched in as they always do at the
Plaza garden.

So...what does it take to plant over 700 plants in five gardens
and 30+ pots and planters, as well as spread yards and yards of
mulch? It takes a green thumb army! A heartfelt thanks to all
for the part you played in making this event a huge success.

IMPORTANT: Every one of these lovely
/: plantings NEED WATERING! If you are
) 3 already included in the watering schedule for
0 one of our gardens, please don’t forget. The sun
“ and wind dry the plants out very quickly.

Included with this newsletter is a sign-up

sheet for Plant It Pink and the Plaza garden. Contact Sandy at
802-885-4238 or sandymac@vermontel.net to sign up for any of
the open time slots. Don’t hesitate to buddy-up with someone to
make the job easier. Please do whatever you can to support this
essential effort.

You may have heard that our bridge boxes have been vandalized
twice since we planted them. John and Maureen McAveeney
generously donated plants to replace those that were destroyed.
Rest assured that Sandy is working with the Springfield Police
and area businesses to find a solution to this issue.

2020 SGC CALENDAR

June 10 - Postponed — Two Special
Tours — Eshqua Bog and Doug
Switzer’s Azalea Gardens.

July 8 — Postponed - Garden Tour
and brown bag lunch.

August 12 - Postponed - “Create a
Log Container” Workshop at Bonny
Andrews’ Lake House.

Sept. 9 — “American Chestnut Trees”,
Tour of the Knight’s Chestnut tree
grove, 2:00 p.m. at Dr. Randy and
Grace Knight's home.

Sept. 18 - Fall Board Meeting, 9:30
a.m. at Claremont Savings Bank

October 6 — FGCV Fall Meeting.
Vermont State House; Montpelier,
VT. 9:00 a.m. registration.

Oct. 7 - Fall Gardens Clean Up,
9:00 a.m., Springfield Plaza (Peebles)

Oct. 14 - Fall Potluck and Festival of
Trees Update Meeting. Bring a dish.
11:00 a.m. at Barbara Riotte’s home.

Nov. 11 - FOT Wreath Workshop,
9:00 a.m. at Barbara Riotte’s home.

Nov. 14 - FOT Moving Day, 9:00 a.m.
at Lane’s storage.

Nov. 16— FOT Decorating Day, 9:00
a.m. at The Great Hall.

Nov. 18 & 19 — FOT Creative
Workshops, 9:00 a.m. at Jean
Swanson’s home.

Nov. 20 - Festival of Trees!
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. (Be at Great Hall at
5:30 p.m. for group photo.)

Dec. 9 — Annual Holiday Luncheon,
11:00 a.m. Social Hour, 12:00 p.m.
Luncheon, Inn at Weathersfield,
Perkinsville.



Our lunch at the airport hangar was an important opportunity to
hold officer installations, normally held at our May Annual
Meeting which was cancelled due to Covid-19. Therese Burton
has orchestrated our installations for many years and we are
grateful for her expertise. Congratulations to our new officers:
Cheryl Pierce, Senior Co-President; Alicia Jenks, Junior Co-
President; Barbara Riotte, Treasurer; Carol Eramo, Summer
Secretary; Nell Hughes, Winter Secretary; Barbara Lacey,
Membership Chairman. Thank you for your service.

I hope you are all enjoying our new 2020-2021 Yearbook. It was truly a concerted Springfield Garden
Club, Tnc.

effort. Program Committee members - Lynn Likus, Lee Soucy, Therese
Burton, Rosann Sexton and Alicia Jenks - did a spectacular job again this
year providing us with a creative, informative and interesting schedule. Deanna
Dexter, Karen Vatne and Jean Swanson spent many hours meticulously
proofreading and refining the content. Karen’s lovely photos are the icing on the
cake. Sincere thanks to everyone.

We are so pleased to welcome two new members! FR

# (Cathy Ann Adams — Cathy Ann is a friend of Karen Vatne. Her contact 2020 &:’ﬂ 2021
information can be found in our new Yearbook.

# Kimberly Cordner, 53 Highland Circle, Springfield, 802-885-8202,
cordnerkim@gmail.com. Kim is a friend of Bettina McCrady. She was previously a SGC member
and served as president 1999-2001. She had to step back for a time. We're thrilled to have her
back.

Please reach out to Cathy Ann and Kim with your personal welcome and be sure to add Kim’s contact
information to your new Yearbook.

A message from Marita Johnson: “Marita’s Iris Garden Visits”

I will be welcoming iris visitors this year. It will be modified garden visiting. No hugs or handshakes,
please. To minimize touching things, I will not be offering my usual refreshments, nor have the iris
paperwork or photo albums out on display. There will certainly be enough space to practice social
distancing, and it would be appreciated if visitors would wear masks. As of May 19, the bud bloom stalks
are just kicking in, so the best visiting times will probably be from June 5 - 15. There will be some

earlier. If you consider coming before June 9, please email me before coming to be sure there are plenty of
blooms to see. An email update will be sent to everyone when the bloom day really does start. Hope to
see you. Thanks, Marita. mjohnson@vermontel.net 479 Randall Hill Road, Springfield

An update regarding the Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont (FGCV). The website for our state garden
club is no longer available. It was taken down at the end of April due to a lack of volunteer help to keep it
updated. The website was too expensive to maintain, considering that it was quite out of date. This
decision can always be reconsidered if a new opportunity presents itself.

Please remember that Springfield Garden Club has an AmazonSmile
amazon Foundation account. If you order from Amazon using the SGC link, Amazon
will donate 0.5% of the value of your order to our Club. We’d appreciate
your support of this new fund-raising tool. Full instructions are now on our
website, thanks to the tech magic of David King. You'll find it under the Members tab or use this link:
www.springfieldgardenclub.org/Members.php. Thanks for supporting SGC!

Love this warmer weather! Have fun in your gardens and enjoy ,
Karen’s lovely photos below. Please remember to share this HMPPH C(Dl Vd@%b%@ !
newsletter with anyone you think may be interested to join our Club. Ch @VHL



Lunch in the Airport Hangar — What an
unusual year this is!

E Al

Town Hall — Margaret B., Margery,
Barb R., Alice, Carol E.

Plaza Garden — Yellow Shirts: Rosann, Lynn, Evelyn.
Claremont Savings: Lindsey, McKenzie, Nicole

Rts 10/106 — Lynn, Deanna, Lindsay, Bonny, Kim,
Bettina, Louise, Cathy Ann, Cheryl

Eureka Schoolhouse — Bonny, Valerie F.,
Christian Hunter, Jeff, Jeanice




