Springfield Garden Club
May 2020 President’s Newsletter

May is always a busy and fun month for our Club as we clean up
and plant our many community flowerbeds. This year it will be
especially important, both for us and for our friends and
neighbors. We need everyone’s help! Get ready to dig in, get
your hands dirty and clear out the weeds. This work will be good
medicine, after being at home for so many weeks. Let’s once
again transform these beds into works of art.

Sandy MacGillivray’s Civic Beautification Schedule 1s included
with this newsletter. It’s comprehensive and explains how our
cleanup and planting work will be organized this year. Please
print it so you’ll have the schedule easily available.

May is also the time we welcome a new slate of officers. SGC is
blessed with exceptional and talented volunteers. We're grateful
that Alicia Jenks and Nell Hughes will be joining the Executive
Board. Our new officers are:

Cheryl Pierce, Senior Co-President

Alicia Jenks, Junior Co-President

Barbara Riotte, Treasurer

Carol Eramo, Summer Secretary

Nell Hughes, Winter Secretary

Barbara Lacey, Membership Chairperson

Our sincerest gratitude is extended to Deanna Dexter and
Jocelyn Zezza who are stepping down as vice president and
winter secretary, respectively. They both have held multiple
offices over the years. The number of hours they have dedicated
to our Club are too numerous to measure. They have our hearts
and our friendship. Lucky for us, neither of them is retiring
completely! Jocelyn will continue as Scholarship Chair. Deanna
is always an enthusiastic volunteer for our many activities.

Many, many thanks to everyone who renewed their memberships
for this next year. We can’t do it without you! The support of
your time and your dues are critical to our community service
work. As we all know, we are experiencing a very different year.
Your support is more important than ever. Our Board is working
diligently to be sure our most important community service
projects continue during this time of Covid-19. We'll have as
much fun as we can (despite social distancing) and we’ll get the
job done!

That being said, the Executive Board was heartbroken to have to
postpone our summer programs. Our important planting and
watering schedules will continue but we won’t hold any formal
programs, at least through August. Of course, these decisions
are made in response to State of Vermont guidelines and what
Covid-19 is doing around us. We will continue communicating
with you as the situation develops and changes.

2020 SGC CALENDAR

Jan. 4 - FOT Takedown Day, Great
Hall, 441 River St., 9:00 a.m.

Jan. 15 — Winter Board Meeting,
9:30 a.m. at Claremont Savings Bank

Feb. 11 — (Tuesday) “Everything You
Need to Know About the Birds and
the Bees”, Henry Homeyer, 2:00
p.m., Nolin Murray Center. Co-
sponsored with OLLI.

March 11 - “All About Azaleas”,
Doug Switzer, 2:00 p.m., Nolin
Murray Center.

POSTPONED - April 8 - “A Year in My
Rose Garden”, Teresa Mosher, 2:00
p.m., Nolin Murray Center.

POSTPONED - May 13 — Annual
Meeting and Spring Luncheon.
Business Meeting and Installation of
Officers. Sumner House, Main
Street, Charlestown. 11:00 a.m.
Social, 11:30 a.m. Meeting, 12:30
p.m. Luncheon.

May 13 - Spring Cleanup, 9:00 a.m.,
assignments and instructions will be
emailed.

May 20 - Civic Beautification Day!,
9:00 a.m., assighments and
instructions will be emailed.

CANCELLED - June 2 - FGCV Annual
Meeting. Castle Hill Resort;
Proctorsville, VT. 9:00 a.m.
registration.

October 6 — FGCV Fall Meeting.
Vermont State House; Montpelier,
VT. 9:00 a.m. registration.



As you comply with “stay-at-home” guidelines, are you using online retail

amazons-n l L‘? therapy to keep you entertained? Please remember that SGC has an
] AmazonSmile Foundation account. If you order from Amazon using the

following link, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the value of your order to the

Springfield Garden Club. We’'d appreciate your support of this new fund-raising tool. Here’s how it works.

» Shop on www.smile.amazon.com. Amazon states that products offered on their Smile website are

identical to their regular amazon.com website.

You can continue to use your existing account and login.

Quoting directly from the Amazon website: “On your first visit to www.smile.amazon.com you

need to select a charitable organization to receive donations from eligible purchases before you

begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at

smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.”

You can change your charitable organization anytime.

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of your purchase price to SGC.

If you choose to do this, you'll need our Federal Tax ID number: 03-0262930.

After your account is set up, use SGC’s unique link: https:/smile.amazon.com/ch/03-0262930.

Share this information with your family and friends.

Thanks for remembering SGC!
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Our publicity chair, Jean Swanson, will soon be submitting a press release to local newspapers about
our upcoming Cleanup Day and Civic Beautification Day. She is asking for your help. She would like to
include comments from some of our members about what these projects mean to them, especially during
this “year of the virus”. If you’d like to contribute your thoughts, please contact Jean at 802-885-1152 or
jeank@sover.net.

An important addition to our Civic Beautification Day event — The pandemic has caused much hardship
and Food Banks everywhere have run out of food. Springfield is no exception. We thought it appropriate,
as we share friendship and fun on Planting Day, May 20, to extend our friendship to the Springfield Food
Shelf with a food donation. If you can contribute, please bring a donation of non-perishable food to our
Rts. 10/106 garden. Tuna fish, pasta, spaghetti sauce, peanut butter, canned fruit and vegetables are all
good options. Thank you for your generosity in this time of great need.

The landscape is beginning to come to life and the best part of spring is upon us. I wish for you peace and
joy as you work in your gardens. The gorgeous photo below celebrates the cheerful daffodils in our Rts. 10
and 106 garden. Sandy Mac gets the photo credit!
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