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Each month brings something new but who could have predicted 
that spring would give us a world-wide pandemic?  The good 
news?  We are gardeners!  We understand the essence of renewal 
and optimism.  Our bulbs are pushing up through cold soil.  Buds 
are swelling on our forsythia and pussy willow.  We know how to 
nurture the best out of what we are given.  This year’s gardening 
projects will be more important than ever.  Our personal gardens 
will nurture us and our public SGC Civic Beautification Gardens 
will offer joy and optimism to our neighbors and friends. 
 
The pandemic is impacting us all, in significant ways, and SGC 
is no exception.  The Executive Board has made the following 
decisions regarding our spring program and meeting schedule. 
 
Good News – Our May Civic Beautification projects will take 
place as usual, although we may be working under “creative” 
conditions, such as rotating small groups in order to comply with 
social distancing guidelines.  Sandy Mac will email all members 
with an update and work assignments as we get closer to the 
dates.  Please put these dates on your calendar.  Remember to 
bring your gloves, shovels, rakes, clippers, brooms and buckets.  
We work rain or shine. 

 Wednesday, May 6 – Spring Cleanup, 9:00 a.m. – Weed, 
cut back and prepare all six garden areas for plantings. 

 Wednesday, May 20 – Civic Beautification Day, 9:00 a.m. 
– Pick up and plant flowers in the six garden areas, the 
Main Street planters and Clinton Street Bridge boxes. 

 
Important Cancellations: 

 The April 8 program. 
 Our April 15 Spring Board Meeting. 
 The April 7 and May 5 Meals On Wheels flower 

arrangement workshops. 
 The May 11 National Garden Club annual convention in 

Milwaukee. 
  The June 2 FGCV Annual Meeting at The Castle. 

 
Wait and See:  Our SGC May 13 Annual Meeting at Sumner 
House in Charlestown – The decision will be made in early April, 
whether we have this meeting or not.  Stay tuned. 
 
We had an informative and delightful meeting in March.  Doug 
Switzer provided us with lots of great information about azaleas 
and his photos were inspirational.  We hope it won’t be long 
before we can plan a tour of his gardens in Brattleboro.  Many 
thanks to the following people for providing us with delicious and 
gorgeous refreshments for this public meeting:  Margaret 
Burton, Alicia Jenks, Ginny Thulen and Sandy 
MacGillivray. 
 

2020 SGC CALENDAR 
Jan. 4 – FOT Takedown Day, Great 
Hall, 441 River St., 9:00 a.m. 
 
Jan. 15 – Winter Board Meeting, 
9:30 a.m. at Claremont Savings Bank 
 
Feb. 11 – (Tuesday) “Everything You 
Need to Know About the Birds and 
the Bees”, Henry Homeyer,  2:00 
p.m., Nolin Murray Center. Co-
sponsored with OLLI. 
 
March 11 – “All About Azaleas”, 
Doug Switzer, 2:00 p.m., Nolin 
Murray Center. 
 
May 13 – Annual Meeting and Spring 
Luncheon.  Business Meeting and 
Installation of Officers.  Sumner 
House, Main Street, Charlestown.  
11:00 a.m. Social, 11:30 a.m. 
Meeting, 12:30 p.m. Luncheon. 
 
October 6 – FGCV Fall Meeting. 
Vermont State House; Montpelier, 
VT.  9:00 a.m. registration. 
 
 
 



Springfield Garden Club members are always willing to go the extra mile while giving of their time and 
skills.  I’m so pleased to share the good news that Barbara Riotte is now the Assistant Treasurer for the 
Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont.  She was recently appointed by our FGCV co-presidents Caroline 
Frey and Susan Hinkel.  Barb will be working along-side FGCV Treasurer Therese Burton, another 
tireless volunteer for both FGCV and SGC.  Fortunately for us, Barb will continue as Treasurer for SGC. 
 
Marita has posted the video of our February SGC/OLLI joint program featuring Henry Homeyer on the 
SAPA TV website.  It was a terrific program and worth seeing again.  There are two ways to find it. 

 Click on this direct link:  http://216.66.96.153/CablecastPublicSite/show/19274?channel=2 
 Visit the SAPA website, www.sapatv.org and click on the Video On Demand button.  Search for 

“Gardening to Attract Birds and the Bees”. 
The SAPA website has lots of quality program videos.  According to Marita there are over 100 past OLLI 
programs plus programs from the Springfield Art and Historical Society and the Chester Historical 
Society.  This is an excellent option for filling your covid-19 “stay-at-home” time. 
 
We are still looking for someone to serve as Yearbook Committee Chair for next year’s yearbook.  Are you 
familiar with Microsoft Word?  This job involves recreating/rewriting the new Yearbook in the spring.  
The job doesn’t need an expert, but it needs someone who doesn’t mind keeping track of details and who 
enjoys being creative.  If this interests you, please contact Cheryl at 603-558-2674 or 
scpierce83@comcast.net.  Thank you! 
 
We all understand the importance of pollinator gardens.  Here’s an interesting number from a recent 
WebMD newsletter about honey.  It takes the nectar of two million flowers to make one pound of honey.  
Whew!  I’d better plant more bee balm! 

 
 Be Well! 

Cheryl 
 

 

Therese introduces speaker Doug 
Switzer to a great crowd. 

Gorgeous flower petals of every 
color of the rainbow. 

Inspirational photos showing 
glorious spring color. 


