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The dead of winter is behind us and the increased daylight is
brightening my spirits. The seed catalogs are arriving and it’s
time to think about gardening plans for the new season.

And that’s a great segue to thoughts of SGC’s 2020 civic
beautification efforts. It won’t be long before Sandy
MacGillivray will be ordering plants for all of our planting
areas. If you have suggestions or comments for this year, Sandy
would love to hear them: sandymac@vermontel.net.

An important DUES RMINDER. Our annual dues are due
February 1. Active member dues are $25 and Supportive
member dues are $30. If you haven’t done so already, please
send your check today to Barb Lacey, 141 Baker Road,
Springfield 05156. SGC depends on your support for our
programs, scholarships & community service work. Thank you!!

I'm so pleased to tell you that SGC has four new members. Our
strength is in our membership and we are so grateful that they
have chosen to join us. Please add their names and contact
information to your yearbook.
# Wendy Stephens; 651 Greeley Road, Springfield 05156;
310-989-8101; drwendystephens@gmail.com
# Kelly Burton; P.O. Box 204, N. Springfield 05150; 802-
376-4334; kellyaburtonvtnh@gmail.com
# Linda Jones; 60 Mark St, Springfield 05156; 802-591-
4015; 845-800-3673; Isi@hve.rr.com
# Alicia Tarbell; 455 Carley Rd, Springfield 05156; 802-
885-2640; yellowdog@vermontel.net

Please reach out to these new members and to everyone who has
recently joined us. We have many interesting programs coming
up and it would be a thoughtful gesture to offer our new
members a personal invitation and/or a ride. We are a warm and
friendly group and we do not hesitate to offer a hearty welcome.

Our February 11 program will be fantastic. This is our annual
joint program with Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) and
will be held at 2:00 p.m. at the Nolin Murray Center on Pleasant
St. in Springfield. Henry Homeyer, “The Gardening Guy” and
author, will share with us, “Everything You Need to Know
About the Birds and the Bees”, discussing the importance of
pollinator gardens and the use of local plants and trees. Please
note, this program is on TUESDAY, not our normal Wednesday.
The meeting is open to the public and offers a perfect opportunity
to promote SGC to the community. All members are encouraged
to attend. Bring a friend! This program is free for SGC and
OLLI members. The cost is $8.00 for non-members.

2020 SGC CALENDAR

Jan. 4 - FOT Takedown Day, Great
Hall, 441 River St., 9:00 a.m.

Jan. 15 — Winter Board Meeting,
9:30 a.m. at Claremont Savings Bank

Feb. 11 — (Tuesday) “Everything You
Need to Know About the Birds and
the Bees, 2:00 p.m., Nolin Murray
Center. Co-sponsored with OLLI.

March 11 - “All About Azaleas”,
Doug Switzer, 2:00 p.m., Nolin
Murray Center.

April 8 - “A Year in My Rose
Garden”, Teresa Mosher, 2:00 p.m.,
Nolin Murray Center.

April 15 - Spring Board Meeting,
9:30 a.m., Claremont Savings Bank.

May 13 — Annual Meeting and Spring
Luncheon. Business Meeting and
Installation of Officers. Sumner
House, Main Street, Charlestown.
11:00 a.m. Social, 11:30 a.m.
Meeting, 12:30 p.m. Luncheon.

June 2 - FGCV Annual Meeting.
Castle Hill Resort; Proctorsville, VT.
9:00 a.m. registration.

October 6 — FGCV Fall Meeting.
Vermont State House; Montpelier,
VT. 9:00 a.m. registration.

Henry Homeyer photo from
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Did you know that the Springfield Garden Club is over 100 years old? 105 to be exact! Publicity Chair
Jean Swanson recently brushed the dust off a fascinating tale of our history and thanks to her work
with member/webmaster David King, it’s now posted on our website, www.springfieldgardenclub.org.
It’s a fun and interesting read. Many thanks to Jean and David. We don’t want to lose this important
story of our beginnings.

More fantastic publicity news is the January 14 official launch of our new Facebook page. Karen Vatne
has been working on this project for quite some time, to be sure the many administrative, background
decisions are made correctly. Everything these days seems to be more complicated than we initially
think! Karen is coordinating the structure of this new page and the content with Jean, to be sure all of
our publicity has a common and blended approach. Karen is creating a Social Media team that will be an
arm of the Publicity Committee. It’s important that we connect with the public in many different ways
and our new Facebook page will be an important factor in our public outreach.

What a project it was! We had an energetic and successful
FOT Take-Down Day on January 4. We sincerely
appreciate the thirty-plus members and spouses who were
at the Great Hall despite a little unwelcome cold rain.
Thanks to the gung-ho work team, all trees and
decorations were packed up and transported back to
storage by Noon. In addition to working on the take-down,
the Hostess team also gave us delicious and appreciated
snacks, keeping us fed, happy and energized. Thanks to
Ginny Thulen, Karen Vatne, Grace Knight and Alicia
Nell, Margaret and Garet tackling Jenks for their yummy treats. Thanks to Karen Vatne
the big Take-Down job. for her fabulous photos.

We had a fruitful Winter Board Meeting on January 15. A proposed budget was finalized for our
2020-2021 fiscal year. The details are described in the meeting minutes Jocelyn recently sent
to everyone. This budget will have a final discussion and vote at our Spring Board Meeting on
April 15. The Board also voted to increase the dues level for supporting members from $30 to
$35 annually. This increase takes effect on May 1, 2020. It has been a long time since we’ve had
a dues increase and our operating costs continue to go up. For instance, our liability insurance
increased from $300 to $350 this past year. Thanks to everyone for their continued support of
our important community service projects.

As gardeners we appreciate the gifts of every season. The winter months offer stark and quiet
surroundings that cause us to view our gardens and environment with a different eye. Be sure to
take advantage of this beautiful time of year.
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| Evelyn, Sandy, Alicia, Lynn and Glenna
Ginny setting up much-appreciated refreshments doing the really high Take-Down work.
on Take-Down Day.




