Springfield Garden Club
December 2019 President’s Newsletter

Holiday Greetings! I hope you had a delicious and festive
Thanksgiving. We're in the middle of our first major snow storm
of the season. There have been no deer sightings in the field
below our house for several weeks now. I hope they're finding
plenty to eat in the woods and will stay away from my
euyonymous that they ate to the ground last winter. Acorns
were sure plentiful this year.

You'll notice the 2020 SGC calendar has been posted in the right-
hand information bar of this newsletter. Please take a moment
to include these dates in your 2020 calendar. More details
regarding each event can be found in your program book.

Festival of Trees 2019 was a spectacular success! Thanks to our
talented and organized Festival leaders, Sandy, Jean and
Lynn, our work sessions stayed on track and the Great Hall was
truly transformed into a lovely Winter Wonderland. This
transformation was only possible because of the hard work and
talent of so many
members and friends.
Our club owes grateful
thanks to all who
contributed with time
and/or money. Total
Festival attendance this
year was 201 which is a
very big crowd. Not all of
the accounting has been
finalized yet but net
proceeds will be at least $9,400. These funds will enable us to
continue our community service and scholarship programs.
Kudos to all of you who made this possible.

Don’t miss the Holiday fun! Our Annual Holiday Luncheon is
Wednesday, December 11 at MacLaomainn’s Scottish Pub,
Chester. Social time begins at 11:00 a.m. We’'ll have a short
Business Meeting at 12:00 and the luncheon begins at 12:30 p.m.
Cost is $35.00. Please RSVP ASAP to Lee Soucy, 885-9180
or ltsoucy@vermontel.net. Celebrate SGC fellowship and the
success of Festival of Trees!

# Menu: Salad, cock-a-leekie soup, meat quiche, veggie
quiche, rolls, dessert and coffee.

# Have fun looking at the “Guess Whose Garden?” display,
courtesy of several of our members and Deanna who put
it all together.

# If you signed up with Deanna, don’t forget to bring your
toy for the Springfield Santa Claus Club.

# The 2020-2021 annual dues will be collected at this time.

2020 SGC CALENDAR

Jan. 4 - FOT Takedown Day, Great
Hall, 441 River St., 9:00 a.m.

Jan. 15 — Winter Board Meeting,
9:30 a.m. at Claremont Savings Bank

Feb. 11 — (Tuesday) “Everything You
Need to Know About the Birds and
the Bees”, Henry Homeyer, 2:00
p.m., Nolin Murray Center. Co-
sponsored with OLLI.

March 11 - “All About Azaleas”,
Doug Switzer, 2:00 p.m., Nolin
Murray Center.

April 8 — “A Year in My Rose
Garden”, Teresa Mosher, 2:00 p.m.,
Nolin Murray Center.

April 15 — Spring Board Meeting,
9:30 a.m., Claremont Savings Bank.

May 13 — Annual Meeting and Spring
Luncheon. Business Meeting and
Installation of Officers. Sumner
House, Main Street, Charlestown.
11:00 a.m. Social, 11:30 a.m.
Meeting, 12:30 p.m. Luncheon.

Lindsay’s amazing tree makes a
beautiful central focal point.




Two other important dates:

% Saturday, January 4 — Festival of Trees Takedown Day. Meet at the Great Hall at 9:00 a.m.
Everything must be taken down, packed up and stored back at 441 River Street. All spouses,
friends and family members are welcome. Bring ladders and tools.

% Wednesday, January 15 — Winter Board Meeting, 9:30 a.m. at Claremont Savings Bank meeting
room. Everyone is welcome to this important budget planning meeting.

Our dear friend Margery Collins wanted to share this message: “I would like to thank the members and
Officers of the Garden club for all of their cards, calls and visits during this siege with my ankle. I am not
sure where or when it will end but your loving support makes a difference when I am feeling discouraged.
Heartfelt thanks, Margery” The best holiday gift we could receive is seeing Margery back at our meetings
and events.

We recently received a nice message, from Jessica Martin, Executive Director of Springfield On the Move.
“On behalf of Springfield On the Move I'd like to thank you for once again providing the annual flowers
which beautified our downtown area. Your hard work and dedication to our town is greatly appreciated.”
It was kind of Jessica and SOM to recognize your hard work. And good timing as we look forward to
planning our 2020 beautification projects.

Speaking of 2020, the Program Committee is already thinking about our program schedule for 2020-2021.
The committee will begin meeting in January. Please share your ideas and suggestions with Lynn at
802-299-0772 or llikus@me.com. Our program schedule is the cornerstone of our annual activities and
overall success so your input is important. The committee dedicates extensive time to create a schedule
that includes something for everyone.

I hope you didn’t miss the excellent Festival of Trees front page article in last week’s Shopper. Jean, our
publicity chair, has created such extensive newspaper coverage for us, a Shopper reporter attended the
Festival to see for herself.

Happy Holidays and my best wishes for a joyous December. Enjoy the following photos which tell a great
tale of a very busy month. Thanks Karen for your photo magic!
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Welcome to Winter Wonderland!

The Welcoming Committee!

Jean, Valerie and Sandy enjoying well-deserved fun.




Our member contributions to the food table
were so delicious there was nothing left at
the end of the night.

Lynn in charge of the cash register at
the Creative Sales table.

Jean making a sale at our gorgeous
Creative Sales table.

Sandra and Carol were part of the Raffle Team
who created these spectacular baskets.

A section of the many items offered at
the silent auction table.

Evelyn enjoying showing off the beautiful
Creative Sales items.

Glenna was part of the 12-person Creative Sales
team. The sales table was busy all night!

What would we do without the men who so
persistently and persuasively sell our raffle
tickets? Peter and Buddy hard at work.




Wreath Workshop - where a huge pile of greens
is transformed into beautiful wreaths!

Jocelyn, Katherine, Alicia, Valerie,
Rosann, Barb, Cheryl and Deanna.

Row #1: Barb L., Barb R., Therese, Cheryl, Sue, Carol,
Katherine, Deanna. Row#2: Alicia, Sandy, Bonny, Evelyn,
Margaret, Jocelyn, Lee, Rosann, Glenna.

Creative Workshop — where the magic happens.

Sandy, Margaret, Rosann, Valerie and Glenna
making Boxwood Trees.

Deanna putting finishing touches
on one of her inspiring creations.

The Creative Team! Glenna, Evelyn, Deanna,
Sue, Alicia, Sandy, Jean, Lynn, Bonny, Barb,
Cheryl, Rosann, and Margaret. Also there that
day but not pictured were Valerie and Karen.

Alicia and Cheryl taking a bow-making
class with Evelyn and Jean.

Lynn and Karen turning plain greens
into wonderous arrangements.




Why should just the adults have fun?!? Thank you to the
parents and volunteers who make it possible to include this
important Junior Gardening feature in our Festival.

There’s nothing better than warm cider and cookies
after working outside on the Nature Tree. Jean
serving refreshments to Elm Hill second graders.

Jean and Meredith Kelley talking with Elm Hill
second graders about feeding the birds and the
importance of nature.

Exploring the Winter Wonderland Tree and Walkway.

Mom Courtney Lihatsh keeping
the project on track.

Sandy and Jean helping the older girls decorate the
tall Nature Tree. The three young volunteers are
Sophia Lihatsh, Anna DeBlock and Millie Allen.

Thanks, young ladies, for a project well-done!




