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Autumn has officially arrived.  I hope you take time to taste 
some apples, take in the gorgeous foliage and perhaps sit around 
a wood fire in your backyard. 
 
Exciting news!  We welcome two new members, Alicia Jenks 
and Grace Knight.  Both are friends of Rosann and are excited 
about becoming involved with our club’s activities.  Please add 
their contact information to your program books.  Alicia Jenks, 4 
South Mountain Road, Perkinsville 05015, 802-263-9429, 
alicia.jenks@comcast.net.  Grace Knight, 328 Gravelin Road, 
Perkinsville 05015, 802-738-9073, gsknight@tds.net. 
 
More exciting member news.  Margaret 
Nickerson competed again this year in several 
swimming events at the National Senior Games 
held in Albuquerque, New Mexico in June.  She 
won SIX medals – two gold and four silver.  
Congratulations Margaret! Your accomplishments 
are truly amazing. 
 
Two important messages from Sandy.  All members are 
encouraged to participate! 

2. Festival of Trees Message - Time to get revved up for 
Winter Wonderland on November 22nd!  Hohoho! 
 

It takes many hands, ideas, and hard work to continue our 
successful fundraiser – our ONLY fundraiser.  Committee signup 
sheets will be at the fall potluck on October 9th as well as a 
schedule of activities. 
 

This year the invitation and corporate mailing lists will also be 
at the meeting for updating.  This is VERY important to save 
mailing costs and aggravation (e.g. P.O. sending them back to us 
for incorrect address or unknown person).  If you want to add 
people and/or corporate individuals, we must have the correct 
names and addresses. 

2019 SGC CALENDAR 
June 12 – “Plants for Birds & 
Restoring our Community, One 
Garden at a Time” & Membership 
Drive. 6:00 pm, First Congregational 
Church. 
 

July 10 – Garden Tour with Suzanne 
Dvorsky, Landscape Architect, 
Tunbridge VT. 11:15 a.m. meet at 
Peebles. 
 

August 14 – Tour Pleasant View 
Gardens, Louden NH, “Proven 
Winners”. 10:00 a.m. meet at 
Peebles. 
 

Sept. 11 – Rockefeller Natl Hist Park, 
Woodstock, VT. Tour of mansion & 
gardens. 8:45 a.m. meet at Peebles 
 

Sept. 18 – Fall Board Meeting, 9:30 
a.m.at Claremont Savings Bank 
 

Oct. 9 – Festival of Trees Planning 
Meeting & Potluck. Bring a dish. 
11:00 a.m.at Barbara Riotte’s home. 
 

Oct. 16 – Fall Gardens Clean-Up, 
9:00 a.m. at Springfield Plaza 
(Peebles) 
 

Nov. 13 – FOT Wreath Workshop, 
9:00 a.m.at Barbara Riotte’s home. 
 

Nov. 16 – FOT Moving Day, 9:00 
a.m.at Lane’s storage. 
 

Nov. 18 – FOT Decorating Day, 9:00 
a.m.at The Great Hall. 
 

Nov. 20 & 21 – FOT Creative 
Workshop, 9:00 a.m.at Jean 
Swanson’s home. 
 

Nov. 22 – Festival of Trees!  
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.(Be at Great Hall at 
5:30 for group photo.) 
 

Dec. 11 – Annual Holiday Luncheon, 
11:00 a.m. MacLaomainn’s Scottish 
Pub, Chester, VT 

 

1. Civic Beautification Message – We will still try to keep 
our flowers and plantings going through Columbus Day 
weekend.  Fall cleanup is now scheduled for October 16th, 
meeting at 9 a.m. in the first row at Peeble’s parking area in the 
Plaza. 
 

Should there be a hard frost, we will let you know “The Plan.” 
 

Thank you again so much for your hard work and dedication 
this year.  It truly makes a difference in town, evidenced by all 
the positive feedback we continue to receive. 
 



The schedule and updated committee lists will be 
sent out after the potluck.  The invitation and 
corporate mailing lists will also be sent out to 
everyone in case you cannot attend the October 
9th meeting. 
 

We will need card tables as usual.  We also need 
folding rectangular tables to use that night.  
Please be sure to label them with your name.  
They can be brought to the Great Hall on our Big 
Decorating Day Monday, November 18th.  Please 
let Sandy know how many tables you have. 
 

Thank you in advance!  Many people look forward to this kickoff to the holidays. 
 
Another holiday reminder:  October 31 is the deadline for our “Guess Whose Garden” photo display at our 
December 11, 2019 Holiday Luncheon.  Have you remembered to take photos of your gardens this 
summer??  Email a couple of your best ones to Deanna (dexter@vermontel.net).  Deanna has graciously 
accepted the task of organizing the photos for display.  At the luncheon, we’ll be able to admire each 
other’s gardening skills and have an interesting time guessing who was responsible for the flowers. 

 
On September 11 we had a delightful and educational 
tour of the Marsh Billings Rockefeller mansion and 
gardens in Woodstock.  The mansion is elegant yet 
more casual than the mansions you’ll find along the 
Hudson River close to New York City.  Each of the 
rooms on the main floor is trimmed in a different 
hardwood.  There is a substantial art work collection 
with several pieces from the Hudson River School.  
There is even a flower arranging room dedicated to 
providing fresh flower arrangements when the 
mansion was in its hay day.  Another example of 
discovering a gem in our own back yard.  And lunch on 
the porch at the Woodstock Inn was lovely. 

 
Board meeting news.  A few of our committees are undergoing changes in management and could use new 
members.  Please contact the persons mentioned below if you’d like to consider joining and would like 
more information about their work.  All of these activities are important to our mission of community 
service.  Please consider getting involved. 

 Meals on Wheels – Margery has stepped down as chair after 15 years of service.  Lynn has taken 
on the lead role of ordering and picking up the flowers and keeping the group organized and on 
schedule.  This committee meets once a month to create individual flower arrangements for Meals 
on Wheels recipients.  We’ve received many positive comments about how much these flowers are 
appreciated. 

 Junior Gardening – Jean and Lee have been managing this program single-handedly and will be 
taking a year off.  This committee works with students, elementary through high school, to 
increase appreciation for gardening, conservation and environmental awareness.  This is our 
opportunity to impact the education of young people. 

 Adult Day Care – Lynn and Lee are currently the co-chairs of this program.  They have managed 
this program for quite some time and wish to step down.  This program involves the planting of 
several containers of flowers at the Day Care Center as well as some vegetables.  The plantings 
add color and interest to the outside back patio and can also be appreciated by clients from inside 
the Center. 

 

 

 

Wreath-making Workshop 2018 



Our flower arrangements for Meals on Wheels continue to receive 
appreciation.  Therese serves on the MOW board and reports the 
following comments at a recent board meeting, “They all spoke about 
how beautiful our flowers were this year.  They said they are always 
beautiful but this year especially because the colors were so vivid.  
Clients mention to the drivers how grateful they are to receive our 
floral arrangements and the drivers that deliver the meals always 
make sure they tell them they are from SGC!”  Here’s a photo of the 
pumpkin “arrangements” made on October 1.  Many thanks to 
Noriko who has generously donated these sweet pumpkins for the 
past several years.  Thanks for the photo Lynn!   

 
Here’s a Garden Club question you don’t get very often…Do you shop on 
Amazon?   If you do, please consider setting up SGC as a recipient for the 
AmazonSmile Foundation donation.  Here’s how it works. 

 Shop on www.smile.amazon.com.  Amazon states that their Smile website is identical to their 
regular amazon.com website. 

 You can continue to use your existing account and login. 
 Quoting directly from the Amazon website:  “On your first visit to AmazonSmile 

smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable organization to receive donations from eligible 
purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then every eligible 
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.” 

 You can change your charitable organization anytime. 
 The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of your purchase price to SGC. 
 If you choose to do this, you’ll need our Federal Tax ID number:  03-0262930. 

 
Apples, cider, glorious foliage.  Have fun with it all!  (Kudos to Karen and Sandy for the photos below.) 

 

 

Enjoy! 
Cheryl 
 

 

 

 

What a project it was!  The Plaza Garden team hard at 
work beating back the wicked weeds: 
Left photo:  Rosann, Margaret and Therese. 
Right photo:  Lynn, Judi and Bonny. 

 

 

No such thing as too much fun! Exploring Laura Rockefeller’s special 
tree plantings and fern garden. 


