Springfield Garden Club
September 2019 President’s Newsletter

I welcome September because the weather isn’t quite as hot and
our garden and landscape colors begin to take on a warmer hue.
It’s a nice change. I'm reminded that New England’s beautiful
seasons are among the things I missed the most while living in
other places and they are surely one of the reasons I came back.

September also means we are heading into SGC’s busiest time of
year. There will be many opportunities for us all to be involved in
the club’s various projects. Roll up your sleeves and decide how
you’d like to participate. Refer to your program book for details.
September 11 — Visit to Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller Estate
September 18 — Fall Board Meeting. All are welcome!
October 2 — Fall Gardens Clean-Up

October 9 — Festival of Trees Planning Meeting &
Potluck. We need everyone’s input for a successful event.
This year’s theme is Winter Wonderland.

November 13 thru 21 — Five Festival of Trees work days
November 22 — Festival of Trees!!
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Our September 11 program is a tour of the Marsh-Billings-
Rockefeller estate in Woodstock. Meet at Peebles at 8:45 a.m. to
carpool for a 10:00 a.m. “Legacy of Stewardship” tour of the
mansion. This 30 minute tour includes a discussion of the
important role George Perkins Marsh and Frederick Billings
played in the eventual creation of the National Park Service. And
how Laurance and Mary Rockefeller became two of the most
important conservationists of the 20t century. We’ll then have
time to roam the gardens on a self-guided walk. Lunch is on
your own. IMPORTANT NOTE: Parking is at Billings Farm
across the street from the mansion. A shuttle will transport us
to the mansion. We MUST be at the Farm at 10:00 a.m. sharp.
RSVP by September 6 to Cheryl at 603-558-2674 or
scpierce83@comcast.net.

Beyond the Festival of Trees and our many Civic Beautification
efforts, SGC is involved in

other important projects.

The photo to the right is a

sample of the lovely

arrangements created and

delivered to Meals on

Wheels recipients on the

first Tuesday of every

month thanks to our

Meals on Wheels

Committee. It’s a group

effort to order plant

materials, decorate and

fill the tins with oasis,

and make the “flags” with quotations and fun stickers that

2019 SGC CALENDAR

June 12 - “Plants for Birds &
Restoring our Community, One
Garden at a Time” & Membership
Drive. 6:00 pm, First Congregational
Church.

July 10 - Garden Tour with Suzanne
Dvorsky, Landscape Architect,
Tunbridge VT. 11:15 a.m. meet at
Peebles.

August 14 - Tour Pleasant View
Gardens, Louden NH, “Proven
Winners”. 10:00 a.m. meet at
Peebles.

Sept. 11 — Rockefeller Natl Hist Park,
Woodstock, VT. Tour of mansion &
gardens. 8:45 a.m. meet at Peebles

Sept. 18 - Fall Board Meeting, 9:30
a.m.at Claremont Savings Bank

Oct. 2 - Fall Gardens Clean-Up,
9:00 a.m. at Springfield Plaza
(Peebles)

Oct. 9 - Festival of Trees Planning
Meeting & Potluck. Bring a dish.
11:00 a.m.at Barbara Riotte’s home.

Nov. 13 - FOT Wreath Workshop,
9:00 a.m.at Barbara Riotte’s home.

Nov. 16 — FOT Moving Day, 9:00
a.m.at Lane’s storage.

Nov. 18 — FOT Decorating Day, 9:00
a.m.at The Great Hall.

Nov. 20 & 21 - FOT Creative
Workshop, 9:00 a.m.at Jean
Swanson’s home.

Nov. 22 — Festival of Trees!
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.(Be at Great Hall at
5:30 for group photo.)

Dec. 11 — Annual Holiday Luncheon,
11:00 a.m. MacLaomainn’s Scottish
Pub, Chester, VT



change monthly. Depending on the season, members also
donate flowers from their gardens. Meals on Wheels
recipients often tell their drivers how grateful they are for
the flower arrangements.

The gorgeous container in the photo to the left shows how
our Adult Day Care Committee stays busy during the
summer, bringing color and joy to all who take advantage
of the Adult Day Care facility in Springfield. The several
plantings are positioned so they can be enjoyed from both
the outside seating area and inside the building.

Members of both committees appreciate the camaraderie
of these projects and the knowledge they are brightening the day of clients of these important programs.

A Civic Beautification message from Sandy: “As you can see from Karen’s gorgeous photos (found later
in this newsletter), our plantings are doing extremely well. Many, many appreciative comments have
been received. Thanks so much for all your tender care including watering, weeding, and deadheading.
Let’s keep them going for as long as possible. They love their Miracle Gro!”

Appreciative comments are arriving from far and wide. At a recent Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont
board meeting, Sue Hinkel, a state co-president, mentioned that a friend from the Manchester area, on a
drive through Springfield, remarked how beautiful our plantings are. A spontaneous compliment from
outside of town is proof of the positive visual impact.

A Junior Gardening message from Jean and Lee: “Do you know a scout leader? Junior Gardening is
looking for scouting groups to work with, either girls or boys, for conservation education. If you do know a
scout leader, please send their name and contact info to Jean at jeank@sover.net or Lee at
ltsoucy@vermontel.net. Thanks so much.”

Sue McCausland has an update to our membership brochure underway. You'll see the new brochure
very soon. Thanks, Sue for taking the lead on this important project.

Two more important reminders for your calendar:
» Monday, October 7 - Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont (FGCV) Fall Meeting at Scott Farm
Orchard in Dummerston.
» Monday & Tuesday, October 28 & 29 — New England Garden Clubs Annual Meeting at the
Woodstock Inn.
Both events offer an opportunity to meet other gardeners, to learn what’s happening in clubs throughout
Vermont and New England, and to enjoy gorgeous Vermont in October. Registration forms have been
emailed to our membership and are posted on our website, SpringfieldGardenClub.org. You may also
contact me at scpierce83@comecast.net if you need another copy.

It’s September but summer isn’t over yet and there is still a lot of gardening left to do. Here’s a bit of
inspiration to keep up your weeding and harvesting chores. According to Dr. Mehmet Oz and Dr. Michael
Roizen: “Remember that household and yard chores add up (toward a goal of 10,000 steps per day)!
Gardening is the equivalent of 131 steps per minute, so 30 minutes equals 3,930 steps.” Bless those
doctors for sharing this good news!

The many photos below celebrate your hard work and dedication this summer. EV\:J 0 5 I
Thanks to Karen, Lynn and Sandy for the photos!
Ch ergL



their glory!

Adult Day Care containers blooming in all

Meals on Wheels Committee, right to left:

Noriko, Rosann, Lynn, Elaine, Abby, Therese
and Evelyn.

A tray of colorful bouquets ready for the
Meals on Wheels drivers.

Nell, watering a Main Street planter.

Sue, tending the Plant It Pink Garden.

Therese and Deanna providing TLC to
the newly revitalized Blue Star Garden.




Plant it Pink

Main Street

Comtu Falls

Eureka Schoolhouse

Clinton Street Bridge

We're grateful for the contributions of our Watering Partners. The project would be much more difficult without them.

I Kathy Smith, Lawrence & Wheeler

Lori Johnson, Senior Center Director

Real Estate

Gail Alger, Barrett & Valley




