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Welcome to summer…finally…hopefully!  I’m happy to be 
writing my first newsletter.  Our club has an exciting schedule of 
meetings and fun lined up for this year.  Please participate in as 
many activities as you can.  The more, the merrier.  The calendar 
to the right is offered as a quick reference, handy for keeping 
with you or posting on the refrigerator.  Further detail about 
each event can be found in your Yearbook. 
 
Sandy Mac was right when she said WOW!  Our Spring Cleanup 
and Civic Beautification days were a tremendous success.  A 
huge Thank You! to everyone who participated.  Our members 
are the power behind everything we do.  The plantings look 
spectacular.  Thank you Sandy for skillfully leading this 
important club project.  And there aren’t enough thanks for the 
many other people and groups who make this event a success. 

 To Sunshine Acres Nursery owners and SGC members 
Maureen and John McAveeney for being a long-time 
partner in this project and a quality supply source for our 
purchase of the 700+ plants we use. 

 Super hosts Sue and Jim McCausland for allowing us to 
descend on and take over their barn to sort and distribute 
the 700+ plants. 

 Industrial Arts students at River Valley Technical Center 
for once again installing our Clinton Street bridge boxes. 

 The town’s public works employees for placing our 
wrought iron planters and picking up our trash piles. 

 The famous “Dirt Guys” who filled our planters and 
window boxes:  Bill Eramo, Peter MacGillivray, Wes 
Marshall, and Garet Richardson. 

 
Now please, everyone, remember your 
watering schedules! 
 
Our June 12 program, Plants for Birds & 
Restoring our Community, One Garden 
at a Time, will take place at the First 

Congregational Church.  It will be a special membership 
recruitment event as well as an interesting discussion.  Jean 
Swanson is working her magic with extra publicity, to spread the 
word that our club would love new members.  The topic is one of 
two scheduled this year that emphasize the importance of 
thoughtful planting to support our bird and pollinator friends.  
Thanks to Lynn Likus for inspiring us to include this timely 
subject. 
 
Welcome new member Ellen Wheelock!  Ellen is a long-time 
Springfield resident and looks forward to being involved.  Please 
add her contact information to your Yearbook:  7 Mineral St., 
Springfield, 802-885-4215, 7256Wheelock56@gmail.com. 
 

2019 SGC CALENDAR 
June 12 – “Plants for Birds & 
Restoring our Community, One 
Garden at a Time” & Membership 
Drive. 6:00 pm, First Congregational 
Church. 
 

July 10 – Garden Tour with Suzanne 
Dvorsky, Landscape Architect, 
Tunbridge VT. 11:15 meet at 
Peebles. 
 

August 14 – Tour Pleasant View 
Gardens, Louden NH, “Proven 
Winners”. 10:30 meet at Peebles. 
 

Sept. 11 – Rockefeller Natl Hist Park, 
Woodstock, VT. Tour of mansion & 
gardens. 8:45 meet at Peebles 
 

Sept. 18 – Fall Board Meeting, 9:30 
at Claremont Savings Bank 
 

Oct. 2 – Fall Gardens Clean-Up, 
9:00 at Springfield Plaza (Peebles) 
 

Oct. 9 – Festival of Trees Planning 
Meeting & Potluck. Bring a dish. 
11:00 at Barbara Riotte’s home. 
 

Nov. 13 – FOT Wreath Workshop, 
9:00 at Barbara Riotte’s home. 
 

Nov. 16 – FOT Moving Day, 9:00 at 
Lane’s storage. 
 

Nov. 18 – FOT Decorating Day, 9:00 
at The Great Hall. 
 

Nov. 20 & 21 – FOT Creative 
Workshop, 9:00 at Jean Swanson’s 
home. 
 

Nov. 22 – Festival of Trees!  
6:00 to 8:00 (Be at Great Hall at 5:30 
for group photo.) 
 

Dec. 11 – Annual Holiday Luncheon, 
11:00 MacLaomainn’s Scottish Pub, 
Chester, VT 

 



A correction to make in your Yearbook.  Mari Csiszer’s telephone number is 802-662-0197.  Mari joined 
SGC again after a short time away.  We’re so happy you’re back Mari! 
 
Three more Yearbook updates.  Several changes to national, state and regional leadership happened this 
year, unfortunately too late to include before our Yearbook went to press.  Please add this new contact 
information to page 2 of your book.  

1. National Garden Clubs - Our new National President is: 
           Gay L. Austin, gaylaustin@gmail.com   
The National Theme remains the same:  Plant America. 

2. New England Garden Clubs - Our new regional director is: 
Suzanne Bushnell, smbushnell@comcast.net 

3. The Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont - Our new State Co-Presidents are: 
Caroline Frey, cfrey35@charter.net, and 
Susan Hinkel, rerob@mac.com 

 
Member News:  Many of you are aware that Margaret Nickerson is not only a SGC member but a 
dedicated and accomplished swimmer as well.  The amazing news is that this month she’ll be 
representing Vermont at the National Senior Games (Senior Olympics) in Albuquerque, NM in the 
women’s swimming competition.  Margaret is a veteran of this competition, having attended six other 
National Games and winning two silver medals, for 50-yard freestyle and 200-yard backstroke, and one 
bronze medal for 100-yard backstroke.   Good luck Margaret.  We’re all routing for you! 
 
More Member News:  SGC member Marita Johnson and her husband Bruce will be opening their 
gardens again this year for their Iris Extravaganza.  Marita says that “prime time” will be the first 
three weeks in June.  Stop by anytime to enjoy their 100+ stunning colors.  The Johnsons say, “No need to 
call – just stop by.  If we’re not there, sit and enjoy them.”  Address:  479 Randall Hill Road in Springfield.  
Their house is approximately one mile up Randall Hill once you make the turn off Route 11. 
 
One final important note.  My sincere thanks to Carolyn Lane for her dedicated leadership of SGC over 
the past two years.  I appreciate her generous sharing and kindness as she handed me her presidential 
responsibilities.  Carolyn has brought stature and standing to both our club and to Springfield.  Carolyn, 
your contributions will be missed in so many ways. 
 
After enduring such a long, cold spring, let’s all be sure to take advantage of the great weather.  Enjoy 
Karen’s photos below. 

 

 
 

 

Enjoy! 
Cheryl 
 

Evidence of a grand Planting Day. 
 

Gorgeous results of a lot of hard work, 
weeding and reorganizing, at Eureka 
Schoolhouse. 


