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Message from Deanna:  

As I preside over our board meetings this winter I continue to be amazed at 
all that you do to make this club so successful!  I have just returned from a 
very productive meeting with the SGC board.  We looked at our proposed 
budget and our year to date budget as well as the final figures for Festival 
Of Trees.  We continue to do such a great job with our fundraising.  As you 
travel around the area and see businesses that support us please be sure to 
give them a little business and tell them thanks for their donations.  Special 
thanks go out to all of the FOT committee and the many members both active 
and supportive that gave of their time, money and services –in- kind.  Also 
special thanks to our non-members and men/husbands who give us so much 
time and effort throughout the year.  

During our meeting today we had reports from almost all committees and acted
on a couple of things that we needed to take a closer look at.  The minutes to
our meeting are attached.

Marita sent us a reminder about our April meeting.  It is on April 11  th   at 2 
PM not the 4th.  This is a Charles Nardozzi talk on ”Growing an Edible 
Landscape” at the Nolin Murray Center.  Also Remember that next week, 
Wednesday, February 8th is our meeting at the Springfield Historical Society 
with a talk about “old myths” by Bunni Putnam.  



Note from our membership chair: We don’t want to lose even one 
valuable member!  If you would like your name in the SGC yearbook this 
year you will need to pay your dues.  Barb Lacey has several members who 
haven’t paid this year.  Please check your records to make sure you paid.  We
don’t want to lose even one of you!

Nominations for officers for next year, (starting in May 2017).  Thankfully 
we have many of our committee chairs staying in their positions for another 
year.  I can tell you from personal experience these ladies (all ladies right 
now…) do a great job!  As I move on to past president and Carolyn Lane is 
installed as president in May we are in need of a vice president.  Sue 
MacCausland is our nominating committee and will prepare a ballot for us soon.
Carolyn and I have made calls and at this point I don’t really know who to ask.
Please let me know if there is someone who can jump right in to this office! 
Call me at 802-885-5812 if you would like to know the description of this 
office as outlined in our bylaws. Also we need someone to be on the program 
committee for the 2017-2018 year.  Glenna Richardson has done such a nice 
job procuring speakers and planning our activities and she will be glad to show 
you the ropes.  Carolyn (yearbook set up) will be busy being president so you 
may want to grab a couple friends and run as a committee who does both the 
program and makes the yearbook.  I hope you can please help us with this.

Spring plans:  Flowers have been ordered and other new ideas such as colors 
and removal of overgrown plants have been discussed and we are looking 
forward to spring.  Along those lines I just want to mention a couple of spring
activities that many of us in SGC have participated in during the last few 
years.  We have decided that we need to set aside a couple activities in order
to do an even better job on our garden club projects.  That being said, we are
not going to participate in the Herrick’s Cove Wildlife Festival nor in Relay for
Life.  If either of these activities are something that you would like to 
continue to do I am sure there are lots of other Relay teams who would 
welcome you and I am sure the organizers of Herrick’s Cove would love to have
your volunteer hours but for SGC we have a lot going on that time of year and
it becomes increasingly difficult to field a team of SGC members for each of 



these activites.  With that in mind, we have been invited to do a planting or 
gardening activity at the “Week of the Young Child” day on April 8th at 
Riverside gymnasium from 8:30-12:30.  If you would like to do a table with a 
planting activity like we did at Herrick’s Cove please let me know.  This could 
definitely be called a Junior Gardening activity which is part of our mission.  
It’s indoors and it’s with children who live in our area. I will get back to the 
contact person and let her know one way or the other by early next week.

 Congratulations to our past president, Therese Burton, who has been 
appointed FGCVT Central District Director for the end of Gay Gaston’s term 
which is sometime in June.  She will be director for our spring district meeting
and for our FGCVT annual meeting. 

The Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont Annual meeting this year is at The 
Quechee Inn on June 7th, 2017.  The host club is Springfield.  I hope that 
many of you can attend. Therese and I will go up to Quechee before the date
and arrange for tables to be set up for registration.  On June 7th, Carolyn 
and I will register the attendees and Therese will be doing her District 
Director duties but we would love to have lunch with you and the program is 
always interesting.  Then we can go to the antique shop or walk the bridge 
over the gorge!

Welcome home to Mary Perry and get well wishes to all of you who have had 
medical issues lately.  Maybe as we plan our program for next year we should 
have a talk by an orthopedic specialist or physical therapist to help us 
accommodate for our hard working gardener bodies.  

As president I receive a lot of emails from FGCVT officers etc.  I try not to 
forward you all the stuff but keep it to meeting announcements if I can.  
Each year or so they revitalize the website.  The Vermont site has been 
updated yet again and I like that you don’t need a password. I know Anne has 
accessed it as have I.  They are looking for pictures of some things we have 
done lately and maybe we can provide them with a link to our website.  
http://vermontfgcv.com/   our SGC website is springfieldgardenclub.org . 

http://vermontfgcv.com/


Thanks, Jocelyn and Frank (with technical assistance from Anne), for getting 
out this letter with me.  Thanks to all of you for all you do!         

Deanna


